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 O
ver half of all the wines made 
in Bordeaux are bottled under 
the labels of AOC Bordeaux, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc and 

AOC Bordeaux Rosé and AOC Bordeaux 
Clairet. From these names comes a wonderful 
array of styles that are among the best value 
for money wines of France.

Recent years have seen a focus on the 
search for consistency and excellence, whether 
from large producers crafting modern-styles 
branded wines or from family-run estates.

To find the best bottles available on the 
market right now, we tasted around 250 
wines from the recent 2015 and 2014 vintages. 
For the whites, we selected entirely from the 
2015 vintage – an excellent year with rich ripe 
fruit flavours and plenty of freshness. We also 
looked at around 40 clairet wines from 2015, 
that distinctive style of dark rosé that is only 
found in Bordeaux.

For the reds, the two vintages on display 
here are 2014 and 2015. Both offered excellent 
winemaking conditions and have a number of 
good quality bottles, although 2015 has 
greater consistency and depth of fruit. These 
are great vintages to get to know the wines of 
Bordeaux across the full colour spectrum, 
with many impressive, good-value drinking 
wines; fruit-forward and seductive, perfect for 
early to medium term drinking.

Wines to try
Whites 2015
Château Recougne, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 92
£9.99 (red, 2012 and 2013) www.majestic.co.uk 

Xavier Milhade has produced an exceptionally 
good bottle here, with rich but crisp mouth 
feel, lovely placing the fruit, nectarine flesh 
with a citrus finessing. Good length, promising 
for deepening over next 12 months. 75% 
Sauvignon Blanc, 15% Sémillon. Drink 2016-2019

Bordeaux & 
Bordeaux Supérieur 

2014 and 2015s
Report by Jane Anson, Decanter’s Bordeaux correspondent

Château du Grand Moueys, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 91
https://grandmoueys.com

Delicious, crisp, well defined, mouthwatering, 
citrus, mineral, wet stones, nectarine, easily 
one of the best on display. From a blend of 
80% Sauvignon Blanc, 10% Sémillon and 10% 
Muscadelle. Owned by Jinshan Zhang since 2012, 
his investment is clearly paying off in the quality 
of this wine. 12.7% alcohol. Drink 2016-2018

Château Panchille, “Blanc de Fernand”, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 91
www.chateaupanchille.com

50% Sémillon, 50% Sauvignon Blanc from Pascal 
Sirat, excellent delivery of a mouthwatering 
fruit, exactly what you are looking for in an 
inexpensive white Bordeaux. Drink 2016-2018

Château Turcaud Cuvée Majeure, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 91
€14.95 (basic white) www.vinothentic.com (UK), 

http://lecaveau.ie/ (Ireland)

Aged on lees, 25% new oak, integral 
vinification, 42% Sauvignon Blanc, 33% 
Sauvignon Gris, 25% Sémillon, it is rich and 
round in colour and clearly one that is full of 
ambition, contemporary, sexy, fairly low 
acidity. Apricot, lots to enjoy. Drink 2016-2018

Château Vircoulon, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 90
www.sovex-grandschateaux.com

Excellent, grip, tension, sense of forward 
motion, this is good and has the architecture 
to carry you through. Classic white Bordeaux 
with personality. 40% Sauvignon Blanc, 40% 
Sémillon, 20% Muscadelle. Drink 2016-2018

Château Tour de Mirambeau Réserve,  
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 90
£10.95 (2014) www.tanners-wines.co.uk

This is beautifully defined from the Despagne 
family. Riper fruit and an enjoyable take on 
the vintage because it preserves a fresh sense 
of lift and momentum. 40% Sauvignon Blanc, 
30% Sémillon and 30% Muscadelle. Drink 
2016-2018

Château de Marsan,  
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 90
www.vignobles-gonfrier.fr

Touch of reduction on the nose, certainly they 
are working hard to keep this fresh. On the 
palate this has an attractive sense of 
minerality and cohesion, nice texture and a 
fresh lift, mouth watering. Well placed. Drink 
2016-2019

Château La Freynelle,  
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 90
www.vbarthe.com

Love the aromatics here, gooseberry and 
nectarine. Great on the palate also, there are 
almost pear drops but it somehow manages 
to turn into juicy pear flesh, really full of 
personality. From a blend of Sauvignon, 
Sémillon and Muscadelle. Drink 2016-2018

Château Maison Noble,  
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 89
www.chateau-maisonnoble.com

Not taking itself too seriously, this wears 
its lovely apricot freshness lightly, good 
definition, 100% Sauvignon Blanc, aged on 
fine lees. Drink 2016-2018
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Château La France, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 89
www.chateaulafrance.com/en

Beautifully clear aromatics, cut grass, soft 
citrus. Good tension and grip, this is an 
excellent example of the fresh but gourmet 
style of 2015. Drink 2016-2018

Château Reynon, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 89
Approx £10.50 www.winesociety.co.uk, 

www.justerinis.com

Rich, round in style, the citrus is shot through 
with pineapple and apricot. This is a foodie 
example, vinified in large oak barrels that 
soften the acidity and add to the good 
mouthfeel. 100% Sauvignon Blanc from Denis 
Dubourdieu. Drink 2016-2018

Château Le Tros, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 88
(online shop in France) www.chateauletros.fr/

Grass, hay, citrus, almost gooseberry, certainly 
some of the pyrazine of Sauvignon, but this 
really has a lovely expression of slightly 
sweeter fruit in the mid palate, gives a lovely 
build to the finish, subtle complexity. A good 
wine. 60% Sauvignon Blanc, 20% Sémillon, 
20% Sauvignon Gris. Drink 2016-2018

Château Cote Montpezat, 
Cuvée Compostelle, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 88
www.cote-montpezat.com/

Green Sauvignon aromatics, cut grass, 
pyrazine, some sulfurous notes. On the attack 
this has very pretty juicy fruits. Good intensity 
of flavour. Expect a slightly more bracing 
approach here, but there is plenty to enjoy. 
Crying out for a bowl of salted almonds. 40% 
Sauvignon Blanc, 30% Sauvignon Gris, 30% 
Sémillon. Drink 2016-2018

Château Bel Air Réserve, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 88
www.despagne.com

Rich round but crisp, good definition, clean 
citrus flavours, some smoky edging, an 
accomplished wine from the Despagne family. 
Drink 2016-2018

Roc St Vincent, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 88
£8.00 www.sainsburys.co.uk

This has personality and a sense of tension and 
grip. Crab apple on the attack, shot through 
with sweet toffee. Mouthwatering rise on the 
finish, elderflower and white peaches, a lovely 
classic white Bordeaux. Drink 2016-2018

Château de la Vieille Tour, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 88
www.boissonneau.fr

Rich in colour, juicy, round, impactful, silky 
texture, perhaps acidity a little in the low in 
the mid palate but there is mouthwatering 
nectarine on the finish if you hold on. Certified 
organic since 2007, this is a blend of 60% 
Sauvignon Blanc, 30% Sémillon, 10% Muscadelle 
from Vignobles Boissonneau. Drink 2016-2018

Château Lestrille Capmartin, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 88
(Online purchase from château) 
www.lestrille.com/

Enjoyable, fresh, with good grip. A blend of 
Sauvignon Gris, Sémillon and Sauvignon 
Blanc, all aged in oak barrels. Another 
successful vintage from winemaker Estelle 
Roumage. Drink 2016-2018

Château d’Haurets, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 88
www.ducourt.com

Flinty, smoky, there is more complexity to this 
than on average white. Doesn’t quite carry 
though the mid palate, but like the citrus dash 
on the finish. From a precision-sounding blend 
of 98% Sauvignon Blanc and 2% Sémillon. The 
Ducourt family delivering another enjoyable 
Bordeaux white. Drink 2016-2018

Château Haut Mouleyre, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 88
www.veyriers.fr

Strong aromatics on nose, some brushed lemon 
peel, round, gourmet, definitely pleasurable, 
good lift on finish, clear layers, carries through 
the mid palate. Drink 2016-2018

Sauvignon de Seguin, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 87
www.chateaudeseguin.com

Rich yellow colour here, lovely attack of fresh 
white peach and nectarine, silky texture. Poised, 
subtle, elegant. Not huge fruit impact, more 
minerality and wet stones. 100% Sauvignon 
Blanc vinified in stainless steel. Drink 2016-2018

Maison Bertrand Ravache, Instant Bordeaux, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 87
m.deval@malet-roquefort.com

Rich, round, good expression, tiny sweetness 
on the finish, classic white Bordeaux, not too 
overpowering from a quality negociant house 
Maison Bertrand Ravache. From a blend of 
70% Sauvignon Blanc aged in barrel, 20% 
Sauvignon in stainless steel, 10% Sémillon. 
Drink 2016-2018

Château Mémoires Sémillon, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 87
www.chateaumemoires.fr 

Good intensity, nice attack, mouthwatering, ➢
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enjoyable if a little soft - this slides into apricot 
and even touches of brioche. An organic wine 
and an unusual choice of 100% Sémillon.  
12.5% alcohol. Drink 2016-2018

Château Jean Faux, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 87
http://chateaujeanfaux.com/

A powerful attack, good fleshing out of the 
fruit, apricot and nectarine, lemon zest. Nice, 
alcohol a touch high but this has impact and 
personality. 85% Sauvignon Blanc, 15% 
Sémillon. Drink 2016-2018

Château Saint Germain, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 87
www.famille-damecourt.com/

Ripe and round in feel, good balance, no dip in 
the mid palate. Certainly plenty to enjoy here. 
Touch of oak ageing. Drink 2016-2018

Château Lamothe-Vincent, “Intense”, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 87
£100 case of 12 (2013) www.paulrobertswines.co.uk/

This has a good overall sense of balance, 
slightly smoky edge, almost tarry but it is kept 
well in check and has luscious apricot fruits to 
balance. Clearly going to a contemporary 
impact. Drink 2016-2018

Richemont du Château de Sours, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 87
www.chateaudesours.com

Attractive reduction on the first nose that 
clears quickly and suggests attentive low 
oxygen environment during winemaking. I like 
the soft citrus tang that delivers freshness and 
persistency. This is an alternative label 
produced by Château de Sours, the Bordeaux 
winery just purchased by Jack Ma of Alibaba. 
Drink 2016-2018

Château du Cros, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 87
www.chateauducros.com/; www.hhandc.co.uk; 

www.farehamwinecellar.co.uk

Clean, round citrus peel, a lilting freshness, 
well extracted with a light touch. A consistent 
white from Vignobles Boyer. Drink 2016-2018

Château Malagar, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 87
http://chateau-malagar.com/

Manages to be rich citrus fruit while still being 
both perky, and fresh, a little sour on the 
finish,will be very enjoyable with food. 80% 
Sémillon, 20% Sauvignon. Drink 2016-2018

Château Thieuley, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 87
£8.50 (awaiting 2015) www.thewinesociety.com

A reliable name, owned by the Courselle 
family, and once again delivers a highly 
enjoyable and well-finessed white Bordeaux. 

Contemporary feel majoring in citrus flavours. 
13% alcohol. Drink 2016-2018

Château Gantonnet, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 87
www.chateaugantonnet.fr

Fairly subdued on the nose although opens in 
the glass. This has attractive pineapple and 
citrus flavours, good balance and length. High 
acidity but lots to enjoy. Blend of 50% 
Sauvignon, 20% Sémillon and a high 30% of 
Muscadelle aged in 90% stainless steel with a 
touch of oak for the rest. Drink 2016-2018

Château Roc Meynard, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 87
www.vignobleshermouet.com

High aromatics on the nose, citrus and fleshy 
nectarine. Touch of pear on finish, from a 
50/50 blend of Sauvignon and Sémillon,  
aged for four months on the fine lees before 
bottling. The vineyard is close to the Fronsac 
borders. Drink 2016-2018

Château Malbat, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 87
Approx £8 (red 2013) www.tanners-wines.co.uk

Round, good expression of fruit, nectarine, 
white peaches, fresh. Lovely sense of cohesion 
from this wine, grown on a large estate of 85 
hectares owned by the Rochet family. 100% 
Sauvignon Blanc. Drink 2016-2018

Château Timberlay, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 86
www.robertgiraud.com

Crisp, fresh, good citrus flavours, clean and 
precise, fairly short, but a lovely aperitif style. 
The château itself dates back to 1366. Drink 
2016-2018

Château de l’Orangerie, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 86
£74 for case of 12 (red 2014) www.amazon.co.uk

Silky, rich, mouth filling, bright citrus flavours, 
this is good, showing off the lovely Sauvignon 
(85%), Sémillon (10%) and Muscadelle (5%) 
fruit. Drink 2016-2018

Château Marjosse, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 86
Approx £9 www.uvinum.co.uk, 

http://yarnellvintners.co.uk/

Pierre Lurton’s Bordeaux estate where he 
practices high density planting, unusual for 
the appellation. This has a smoky, flinty edge. 
Silky in texture, this is rich with just a touch of 
heat on the finish. From a blend of Sauvignon, 
Sémillon and Muscadelle, aged on the lees. 
13% alcohol. Drink 2016-2018

Château Argadens blanc, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 85
Approx £10.95 www.amazon.co.uk, 

www.tanners-wines.co.uk/

A reliable estate owned by the Sichel family. 
This is good, full of personality, very English 
garden apples and white roses. From a blend 
of 65% Sauvignon Blanc, 35% Sémillon. Drink 
2016-2018

Dourthe N°1 Sauvignon Blanc, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 86
£8.50 www.thewinesociety.com

One of those rare brands that manages to 
deliver consistency and quality, this is silky 
and well defined. 100% Sauvignon Blanc, aged 
on the lees. Drink 2016-2018

Bordeaux de Larrivet Haut-Brion, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 86
www.sovex-grandschateaux.com/

Strong, impactful nose, round citrus flavours, 
good lift, this keeps things clean and clips 
along at a fair pace, not huge persistency but 
a very pretty wine. Drink 2016-2018

Château Pierrail, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 86
Approx £10 www.nakedwines.com

Strong grassy Sauvignon, again the sweaty 
socks Sauvignon that is not at all unappealing! 
Overall seeing good varietal character in the 
vintage. Good length. Drink 2016-2018

Esprit de Malromé, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 86
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www.malrome.com

Nice balance, some good rich flavours and a 
silky texture,this is a wine that will have plenty 
of fans, enjoyable. More exotic than fresh on 
the fruit scale, from a blend of Sauvignon and 
Sémillon. Drink 2016-2018

Château La Croix Barton, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 85
€29.99 for red and white box set 
www.obrienswine.ie

Pale gold in colour with some green hints. 
Clean citrus, this is gentle and a touch 
underpowered but fresh and easy drinking. 
Produced by the Schröder and Barton family. 
Drink 2016-2018

Mouton Cadet blanc, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 85
£8.60 (2014) www.pauladamsfinewines.co.uk/

This plays it a little safe but there are good clean 
flavours and a lilting freshness on the finish. 
Plenty of classic delivery of a Sauvignon, Sémillon 
and Muscadelle blend. Drink 2016-2018

Château Le Grand Verdus, 
AOC Bordeaux Blanc 2015 85
£36 (for case of 6 2013 vintage) 
www.lassemblage.co.uk, www.robertrolls.com

Round, fairly low acidity that emphasises 
apricot and nectarine flavours, fresh and 
clean. 60% Sauvignon Blanc, 30% Sémillon, 
10% Muscadelle Drink 2016-2018

Clairets 2015
Château Penin Clairet, 
AOC Bordeaux Clairet 2015 89
www.woodwinters.com

Attractive balance here, with mouthwatering 
summery fruit and a sense of lightness and 
deftness. 100% Merlot, showing again just 
what a reliable estate this is across all colours. 
Usually spends four months ageing on the 
lees, but keeps its freshness by only partly 
undergoing the secondary softening 
fermentation that is routinely applied to red 
wines (usually around 25%). Drink 2016-2018

Château Ballan-Larquette, 
AOC Bordeaux Clairet 2015 88
www.chaigne.fr/

Vignobles Chaigne is one of the strongest 
defenders of the clairet style in Bordeaux, and 
on this showing they are making a good case 
for it. This has a sense of drawn-together red 
fruits and herbal, rosemary-and-dill brushes. 
Redcurrant and wild cherry fruits, lovely 
vivacity. Drink 2016-2018

Esprit de Graman, 
AOC Bordeaux Clairet 2015 88
www.terredevignerons.com

 Raspberry pink, this is a successful example 

of a clairet and gives a reason to buy this style 
of wine; savoury, herbal edge, softly structured. 
Would make a good accompaniment to a 
summery picnic. 12.5% alcohol. Drink 2016-2018

Château Sainte Catherine, 
AOC Bordeaux Clairet 2015 87
www.chateau-sainte-catherine.fr/

Bright plum tomato in colour, this is a good 
example of what clairet is about - strong 
flavours but with a raspberry minerality and a 
savoury herbal edge. Good barbecue wine. 
20% Merlot, 55% Cabernet Franc, 25% 
Cabernet Sauvignon. Attractive wine from the 
Merlaut family. Drink 2016-2018

Clairet de Lisennes, 
AOC Bordeaux Clairet 2015 87
www.lisennes.fr/

One of the biggest producers of clairet in 
Bordeaux, this is fresh and crisp, strawberry 
and orange peel. Merlot 75%, then the rest a 
blend of the two Cabernets; Sauvignon and 
Franc. Drink 2016-2018

Château Bellevue, 
AOC Bordeaux Clairet 2015 87
www.famille-damecourt.com

One of the darker colours, this is a rich ruby 
with a grip on the palate that offers a real 
reason to be darker in colour than a rosé. 
Raspberry and cherry fruit flavours and a nice 
sense of direction. This is 85% Merlot and 15% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, given around 48 hours 
skin contact. Drink 2016-2018

Château Landereau, 
AOC Bordeaux Clairet 2015 86
(Online purchase from château) 
www.landereau.com

Winemaker Bruno Baylet produces an excellent 
rosé at this estate and here offers a nicely 
structured clairet. Dusky pink. Rose and 
redcurrant on the nose, fairly savoury, this has 
some attractive rosemary herb aromatics and 
subtly contracts on the finish. Drink 2016-2018

Château de l’Hurbe, 
AOC Bordeaux Clairet 2015 86
 www.chateaudelhurbe.com

Some delicate touches on display from 
Vignobles Bousseau. Good sense of lift, 
raspberry and redcurrant fruit. The blend is 
80% Merlot, 20% Malbec. Drink 2016-2018

Château Timberlay, 
AOC Bordeaux Clairet 2015 85
www.robertgiraud.com/

A beautiful château that dates back to the 
14th century but was completely rebuilt after 
world war two. With a clean and deft light 
touch on display, this offers light cherry and 
redcurrant fruit flavour, nothing too sweet, 
with lots to enjoy. Drink 2016-2018

Reds
AOC Bordeaux 2014 & 2015
Château Morillon ‘Blason’, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 90
£9.90 www.chateau-morillon.com/

An organic wine grown in a vineyard near to 
the border of the Blaye appellation. 100% 
Merlot aged in both stainless steel and 
barrels. The oak is a touch dominant but there 
is fruit to balance it out, and you get some 
lovely mouthfeel and depth of flavour here. 
Chargrilled red fruits, coffee beans, a sense 
of fun and ambition. Drink 2016-2019

Chateau de Lardiley, 
AOC Bordeaux 2015 89
www.vincent-lataste.com/

Organic wine from owner Vincent Lataste. 
Cinnamon spice, tight grained tannins, perky, 
great potential here. Drink 2016-2019

Château Toutigeac, Grande Réserve, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 89
£8.50-£10.95 www.toutigeac.com

Juicy, well held together fruit, wild strawberries 
and red summery cherries, this is an attractive 
wine with a sense of freshness and fun. The 
blend is 50% Merlot, 35% Cabernet Franc and 
15% Cabernet Sauvignon aged in oak barrels 
for 8 months. Drink 2016-2019

Château Briot, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 88
www.ducourt.com

Well-delineated fruit, cohesive in feel, this has 
nicely made use of oak, nothing too heavy but 
balances the fruit very prettily. Clean, elegant 
feel but juicy and with personality. 62% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 38% Merlot. Drink 2016-2019

Château de Costis, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 88
http://vlmb.fr/

Lovely bright purple reflections on the nose. 
This has vanilla bean sweetness that just stays 
on the right side of welcoming, and delivers a 
modern, supple and enjoyable wine that has 
plenty of appeal. From a blend of 40% Merlot, 
35% Cabernet Franc, 25% Cabernet 
Sauvignon. Drink 2016-2019

Château Pilet, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 88
www.chateau-pilet-vins-queyrens.fr/

Attractive sense of depth to the fruit, and 
some lovely rounding out of the ripe summery 
flavours, this is an early drinking wine, but one 
with a sense of forward motion. Merlot 
dominated with a fine addition of Cabernet 
Franc and Sauvignon. Drink 2016-2019

Château Platon, 
AOC Bordeaux 2015 88 ➢
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http://vignobles-meynard.com/

From a vineyard near Sainte Radegonde in the 
Entre deux Mers region, this attractive blend 
of Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Cabernet 
Sauvignon, with a 5% splash of Malbec, 
delivers rich fruit and personality. Good value. 
Unoaked. Drink 2016-2019

Château du Payre, 
AOC Bordeaux 2015 88
www.chateau-du-payre.fr/

From a pretty estate located near to the 
medieval town of Cadillac, this has succulent 
rich fruits, well extracted, with a sense of 
freshness. Drink 2016-2019

Château Haut Mondain, Grande Reserve Rouge, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 88
www.leshautsdepalette.com

This is cinnamon and spice, full extraction 
but with a clears personality and interest, 
autumnal fruit fleshed out with charred 
flavours. Drink 2016-2019

Château Lamothe Vincent, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2015 88
£100 case of 12 www.paulrobertswines.co.uk/

Firm plum fruits, chocolate and soft caramel 
oak. Great value from a reliable and quality-
focused producer. Drink 2016-2019

Château Puy de Guirande, 
AOC Bordeaux 2015 88
£4.99 www.grandmoulin.com

Nicely balanced fruit, this has that sense of 
juiciness and freshness than many of 
themerot-driven Right Banks have in 2015. 
Hard to beat the value. Drink 2016-2019

Maison Rivière, Bordeaux Menuts, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 88
Approx €5 www.calais-vins.com/

Holds on through the palate, with attractive 
depth of flavour. Not the most plush fruit 
perhaps, but this is a great value choice. 75% 
Merlot, 15% Cabernet Sauvignon and 10% 
Cabernet Franc. Drink 2016-2019

Château Petit Freylon, Cuvée Michael, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 88
marguerite.bienvenu@petit-freylon.com

New owners since 2011 have invested heavily 
here. Touch of reduction on the nose, this is 
well pulled together and focuses on the vibrancy 
of the fruit. Needs a little more time in bottle, 
but feel the vivacity of the fruit without over 
acidity, lots to enjoy, with flexibility in the 
tannins. 13.5% alcohol. Drink 2016-2019

Clos Carmelet, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 87
closcarmelet@hotmail.fr

One of the most flattering and well balanced 
on display. Well extracted fruit and 

winemaker Gilles Hebrard has kept things 
simple. Drink 2016-2019

Château La Freynelle, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 87
£8 (2009 vintage) www.shop4frenchwine.co.uk/

Veronique Barthe is the winemaker here and 
the first girl born into the family since the French 
Revolution. Silky texture and sweet fruit on the 
attack, this is an approachable, attractive wine 
that will pair well with a range of food styles. 
Bottled under screwcap. Drink 2016-2019

Château Fourreau, 
AOC Bordeaux 2015 87
www.chateau-fourreau.com

Firm fruits, this has rich coffee grounds, rich 
damson flavours, fairly full extraction but not 
drying. Aged in cement vats. Drink 2016-2019

Château de Beauregard Ducourt, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 87
www.ducourt.com

Really promising on the nose and the attack, 
soft but fresh red fruits, lovely delivery with 
a little bite, there is violet and floral edging 
from an even blend of Merlot and Cabernet 
Sauvignon. Touch dry on finish. Drink 2016-2019

Château Minvielle, 
AOC Bordeaux 2015 87
(Awaiting new vintage) www.laithwaites.co.uk

From vines located on the Right Bank overlooking 
the River Garone, alcohol gives a touch of 
heat, but also get lovely roundness and sense 
of direction, a supple, fruity wine that offers 
great drinking pleasure. Drink 2016-2019

Château de Foucaud, 
AOC Bordeaux 2015 87
www.chateau-sainte-catherine.fr/

This has nicely extracted fruits, good focus, 

early drinking but pleasurable. Aged in 
stainless steel with well measured use of oak 
chips - shows that this can be a good option 
for early drinking wines, as there is a vanilla 
charred quality without being overpowering. 
Drink 2016-2019

Château Joinin, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 87
www.chateaupipeau.com/

Lovely sense of plump red fruits on the 
delivery, great value from the same family as 
Château Pipeau in Saint Emilion. Frank, fresh 
and with personality. 90% Merlot, 10% 
Cabernet Franc. Drink 2016-2019

Chateau Pey La Tour, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 87
£63 for case of 12 (2012 vintage) 
www.thewinesociety.com

Promising, here the fruit is well held together, 
lovely touches of redcurrant-soaked brioche 
and gentle spice on the finish. This is not a 
powerful wine, but a pretty one. Merlot 90%, 
Cabernet Sauvignon 5%, Cabernet Franc 5%. 
Drink 2016-2019

Merlot du Château Sainte Barbe, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 87
www.chateausaintebarbe.com/

A sense of cohesion and balance, the 100% 
Merlot fruit has been well drawn out and given 
a slight gloss of charred spice through clever 
winemaking. A touch of acidity in the finish, 
but lots to enjoy. Drink 2016-2019

Château Rougier, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 87
www.aubrade.com

Here the fruit has a both texture and depth. A 
touch short, but the texture is invitingly silky, 
and this has lift rather than acidity on the 
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finish. Merlot 40%, Cabernet Sauvignon 30%, 
Cabernet Franc 30%. The same family own 
Château de l’Aubrade. Drink 2016-2019

Château Marjosse, Bordeaux Rouge, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 86
Approx £10 www.wineandco.com, www.frw.co.uk

Soft red fruits on the nose and on the attack, a 
little underpowered in the mid-palate but this 
is a very attractive early drinking wine that will 
match well with a wide array of foods. 13.5% 
alcohol. Drink 2016-2019

Château Gantonnet, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 86
www.chateaugantonnet.fr/en

Accomplished delivery of fresh red fruits, soft 
tannins and silky texture. Easy drinking from 
this 80 hectare estate. Blend is 70% Merlot, 
30% Cabernet Franc, unoaked but aged for 
one year in stainless steel vats. 14% alcohol. 
Drink 2016-2019

Château Ninon, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 86
frederic.roubineau@aliceadsl.fr

 Winemaker Frédéric Roubineau delivers a 
good quality bottle, packed with pretty 
autumnal fruits and a sense of bramble. Drink 
2016-2019

Château Moulin de Vignolle, 
AOC Bordeaux 2015 86
www.grandmoulin.com

This is a little tight right now, but there is 
clearly ripe fruit underneath and should drink 
beautifully for the next few years. 85 % Merlot, 
15% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged in stainless 
tanks for 8 months. Drink 2016-2019

Château Chapelle Bérard, 
AOC Bordeaux 2015 86
www.origine-ab.com/

Good fresh clean fruits, clearly well extracted 
by winemaker Jean-Christophe Mauro with 
just the right lift. The vines here are on the 
Right Bank, halfway in between Saint Emilion 
and Bergerac, and are farmed organically. 
Drink 2016-2019

Château Paveil de Luze, Petit Paveil, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 86
www.chateaupaveildeluze.com/

From vines close to the Margaux appellation 
owned by Chateau Paveil de Luze. There is 
strong cedar oak on the nose, giving it a sense 
of contemporary fun, rich with grilled cherries. 
Drink young, enjoy. 70% Merlot, 30% Cabernet 
Sauvignon. Drink 2016-2019

Château des Tourtes Duo Rouge, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 86
www.vignoblesraguenot.fr/

This has well placed fruit with clear attempts 

to flesh things out across the mid palate. This 
is an attractive wine, for early drinking. 80% 
Merlot, 20% Cabernet Sauvignon, unoaked 
but six months in stainless steel on lees. Drink 
2016-2019

Vignobles des Quatre Vents, Bordeaux Z, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 86
£10.40 (2011 vintage) www.tanners-wines.co.uk

Delicate and well handled fruit, there is a sense 
of richness here, glossing of the blackberry and 
bramble compote flavours. A touch of cloves, 
touch brittle on the finish, but lots to enjoy. The 
vines for this wine are located just next to the 
appellation of Margaux. The company was 
acquired in 2014 by Wu Nu Shan, with the 
production of the Bordeaux Z 2014 overseen 
by the production manager, Mr Jeremiah 
Lurton. Drink 2016-2019

Château Roquefort rouge, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 86
http://chateau-roquefort.com/

Smooth and ripe delivery of fruits, a touch 
underpowered but charming with summery 
overtones. 90 % Merlot, 10 % Cabernet 
Sauvignon, two-thirds aged in oak for 12 
months. Drink 2016-2019

Château Bonnet, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 86
£10-£12 www.enotriacoe.com

Grilled, smoky flavours contrast nicely with 
the ripe red fruits. Cabernet and Merlot blend 
from André Lurton. Drink 2016-2019

Domaine de Valmengaux, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 86
www.valmengaux.com/

Enjoyable nose, full of fruit and finesse, not 
quite got the complexity to be carried across 
the mid palate but this comes in strongly again 
on the finish. Organic wine from a blend of 
90% Merlot and 10% Cabernet Franc. Aged 
50% in large sized oak vats, 25% in 50 litre new 
oak and 25% stainless steel. Drink 2016-2019

Château Franc Baudron Recto, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 85
www.chateau-Franc-baudron.com

Cedar and red fruits on the nose this is a gentle, 
early drinking bottle, unoaked. The wine is 
organic and 100% Merlot. Drink 2016-2019

Mouton Cadet rouge, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 85
£76 for case of six www.amazon.co.uk

Firm fresh fruits, as with the white this is 
perhaps a little on the restrained side but 
really does deliver a very cohesive, fruit-
forward red Bordeaux. Drink 2016-2019

Château Tour de Mirambeau Réserve, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 85

www.despagne.fr

Strong cloves on the nose here, there is clear 
oak barrel influence. Attractive dark fruits 
also, this is contemporary in style. Drink 
2016-2019

Michel Lynch, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 85
£9 www.jmcazes.com

Starts well, with a bright red fruit attack, soft 
tannins. 90% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
with a dusting of oak ageing. One of the better 
quality Bordeaux brands. Drink 2016-2019

Ilixens, 
AOC Bordeaux 2014 85
www.fleury-wines.com

An interesting small negociant company run 
by Jean Fleury producing a range of Bordeaux 
wines. This has fine, subtle tannins, fresh summery 
fruits. 100% Merlot fruit. Drink 2016-2019

AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014
Château Chapelle d’Aliénor by La Gaffelière, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 91
www.chateauchapelledalienor.com

From the Malet Roquefort team. This is an 
excellent wine,with plum fruits, silky and well 
extracted, a little glossy, oak evident, polished 
and enjoyable. 13.5% alcohol. Drink 2016-2020

V Château la Verrière, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 91
www.chateaulaverriere.com/

Great stuff here from oenologist Jean-Luis 
Vinolo. This is a lovely wine, just the right 
depth of fruit to be early drinking but 
characterful. Drink 2016-2019

Château Feret-Lambert, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 91
£12.50 (la Croix de Feret Lambert) 
www.johnhwines.co.uk

A wine of great consistency, that regularly 
comes out near the top of these (blind) 
tasting. This has frame, intensity, good clean 
but rich fruits, clear spiciness, good wine, 
contemporary. Drink 2016-2020

Château de Parenchère, Cuvée Raphael, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 91
£15.30 (2012 vintage) www.peterosbornewine.co.uk

Fruit is a little tight at the moment, this needs 
decanting for a few hours, but the structure 
and tannic hold are both promising. Clear grip 
through the palate, and a lovely sense of 
personality to the dark red fruits. 60% Cabernet 
Sauvignon and 40% Merlot. Drink 2016-2019

Château Vermont, La Grande Cuvée, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 90
www.chateau-vermont.fr/

Husband and wife team Elisabeth and David ➢
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Labat took over the family estate in 2010, and 
have spent the past six year investing 
carefully. This is attractive, with a distinct oak 
influence but sexily done, there is charred 
flesh to the fruit and a good lift on the finish. 
95% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot, aged in 100% 
new oak that works because the vintage is 
sufficiently ripe to carry it off. Cinnamon spice, 
full of personality. Drink 2016-2020

Château La France, Cuvée Gallus, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 90
www.chateaulafrance.com

Coffee, cocoa, dark spicy fruit, this has been 
well pulled together. A little over-charged 
perhaps, but mouthwatering finish saves it. 
51% Merlot, 44% Malbec, 5% Cabernet 
Sauvignon Drink 2016-2019

Compagnie Médocaine des 
Grands Crus, Cap Royal, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 90
£48 case of six (2012 vintage) www.tesco.com

Owned by AXA Millesimes of Château Pichon 
Baron with Jean-Rene Matignon overseeing 
the winemaking, this has an oak finessed 
noses, touches of vanilla bean, damson fruits, 
this works very well within the category, has 
deft touches and is aware of not over extracting 
but still delivering on fruit. Drink 2016-2020

Dame de Coeur, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 90
www.chateau-peyfaures.com/

Lovely blend of fruit and a more gourmet, 
patisserie feel, tastes just like you hope to find 
a good value, juicy Bordeaux. 90% Merlot, 10% 
Cabernet Franc, aged for 20 months in new 
oak. Drink 2016-2020

Château Jean Faux, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 89
www.chateaujeanfaux.com/

Contemporary cinnamon dash, this is pretty, 
with a good lift, silky texture, polished. Owner 
Pascal Colotte has really worked hard on his 
family estate over the past decade, with 
Stephane Derencourt acting as consultant and 
a soil study carried out by Claude 
Bourguignon, and has produced another 
excellent wine in 2014. Drink 2016-2020

Château Le Grand Verdus, Génération, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 89
£54 for case of six (IB) www.lassemblage.co.uk

More throttle here but within reason. Good 
attack. Certainly see the intent from the Grix 
de la Salle family, and this has impact and 
personality. From old vines aged in oak 
barrels for 12 months, the blend is 60% Merlot, 
40% Cabernet Franc Drink 2016-2020

Château de Seguin, Cuvée Carpe Diem, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 89

£78 for case of 12 (2013 vintage, normal 
cuvée) www.jeroboams.co.uk

Heavy bottle gives first clue to ambition here. 
This is vanilla tinged, full throttle fruit. Liquorice, 
plum, it is ripe and intense. Certainly ticks all 
the boxes. 100% Merlot. Drink 2016-2019

Château Pierrail, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 89
£40 case of six white www.nakedwines.com

Today run by Jacques, Alice and Aurélien 
Demonchaux, this has good deep and clean 
black fruits, nice balance overall, a cohesive, 
well constructed wine. Drink 2016-2020

Château Mirefleurs, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 88
www.chateau-mirefleurs.com/

Soft red fruits, some rich tannins that need a 
little time to soften, but there is plenty of 
good fruit here. The technical director is 
Thomas Do Chi Nam, ex-Château Pichon 
Comtesse and Margaux, so you are getting 
impeccable winemaking know-how. 75% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% Merlot. Owned 
since 2015 by Changyu Pioneer Wine 
Company (the Castel family retains 10%). 
Drink 2016-2019

Château des Antonins, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 88
£11.25 www.ampsfinewines.co.uk

Owner Geoffroy de Roquefeuil has slowly 
restored this beautiful property that includes 
a toll bridge, a chapel, a monastery and five 
windmills. Tight but clean fruits, some bright 
berries aromatics, a little short but 
mouthwatering freshness. 48% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 2% Cabernet Franc, 50% Merlot. 
Drink 2016-2019

Château de Lisennes, Cuvée Tradition, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 88
www.lisennes.fr/

Bilberry and raspberry on the attack, good 
impact. Some lift on finish, taut, not hugely 
plush, but with personality. Aged for 12 
months in oak barrels. Drink 2016-2019

Château la Faviere, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 88
http://www.lafaviere.fr/

Plenty of fruit and a silky delivery. Great 
expression of a ripe vintage that still maintains 
freshness. From a blend of Merlot and the two 
Cabernets. Drink 2016-2019

Bordeaux de Citran, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 87
Approx £18 (2010 vintage) www.vinatis.co.uk

Damson plum on the nose, plush and 
oak-charred noses. Soft, unobtrusive, easy 
drinking, fine tannins, dry finish. 60% Merlot, 
40% Cabernet Sauvignon. Drink 2016-2019

Château de la Cour D’argent, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 87
www.denis-barraud.com/

This delivers the goods aromatically. Damson 
and vanilla, things are all a bit tight on the 
finish but plenty of potential here, just ensure 
you have it open for an hour or so before 
drinking. 95% Merlot, 5% Cabernet Franc and 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 14 months in barrel. 
Drink 2016-2019

Grande Classique du Chateau de l’Orangerie, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 87
www.chateau-orangerie.com/

This has good ripe black fruits, just a little 
short, oak needs to relax and soften, give it a 
few hours on opening. 70% Merlot, 30% 
Cabernet Sauvignon. Drink 2016-2019

La Grande Dame de Château Lavagnac, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 87
www.maisonriviere.fr

Made from the best plots of the estate; and 
given 12 months in new oak. A heavy bottle to 
signal its ambition, made from 90% Merlot, 10% 
Cabernet Franc. This is a little tightly wound 
right now, but will open up to show smooth 
fruits with liquorice traces. Drink 2016-2019

Château Roc Meynard, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 87
www.vignobleshermouet.com/

Clean dark fruits, enjoyable and supple 
delivery, 95% Merlot, 5% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
unoaked but aged for 18 months in vats and 
on lees to add weight to the flavours. Drink 
2016-2019

Château Fleur Haut Gaussens, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 87
www.chateau-fleurhautgaussens.com/

A little sharp on the attack but with plenty of 
bright fruits, this is a lovely wine, lots of 
character and a fresh feel overall. 85% Merlot, 
10% Cabernet Franc/Sauvignon, 5% Malbec, with 
Olivier Dauga as consultant. Drink 2016-2019

Château de Castelnau, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 87
 www.chateaudecastelneau.com/

Some spicy fruit, good placement, soft 
tannins, feels effortlessly put together, which 
is always so refreshing at this price level. This 
is from the oldest vines of the estate, 60% 
Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc, 20% Cabernet 
Sauvignon. Drink 2016-2019

Château Haut Landon, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 87
www.grandmoulin.com/

Contemporary damson vanilla creme pot, a 
dash of sexy flavour, managing that difficult 
balance of being subtle yet full of impact. 
Drink 2016-2020
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Château des Moines Menodin, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 87
www.cavedelugon.com

Firm rich fruits here, from 100% Merlot. Early 
drinking, one to grab your pleasures while you 
can. Drink 2016-2019

Chateau Bellevue Peycharneau, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 87
www.bellevue-peycharneau.fr/

Oak is taking precedence over the fruit, this is 
a touch tarry, but the fruit makes it through in 
the mid palate, and this has lovely impact. 
Drink 2016-2020

Chateau des Arras, Cuvée Traditionnelle, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 87
http://chateaudesarras.fr/

The Rozier family has produced a blend here 
of 60% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% 
Cabernet Franc, from 21 hectares in a walled 
‘clos’ vineyard. Good precise fruit, contracts 
on finish, this is unoaked and very pretty. 
Drink 2016-2019

Château Lauduc Prestige, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 87
www.lauduc.fr/

Vignobles Grandeau proving again what a 
reliable name they are in this category. This 
has the balance right of fruit and freshness, 
contemporary but not pushed too far, a pretty 
wine. Blend of Merlot, Cabernet Franc and 
Sauvignon, with a dash each of Petit Verdot 
and Malbec. Drink 2016-2019

Château Lesparre, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 87
Approx £9 www.gonet.fr

Softly placed raspberry red colour, gentle 
smoke on the nose, this could be a little more 
powerful they have erred on the side of 
pleasure rather than pushing it. A lovely wine 
from the Gonet family. Drink 2016-2020

Château Peychaud, Cuvée Speciale, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 86
www.chateau-peychaud.com/

Subdued on the nose but on the palate this 
has some dark cassis fruits. From a majority 
Merlot blend, aged for 14 months in oak 
barrels, giving attractive smoky notes on the 
finish. Drink 2016-2020

Château Penin, Tradition, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 86
£10-£12 www.bibendum-wine.co.uk

Clean soft fruits, a summer basket with floral 
edging. This is a tried-and-tested château, 
where owner Patrick Carteyron makes some of 
Bordeaux’s best value wines. Drink 2016-2020

Château Panchille, “Alix”, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 86
www.chateaupanchille.com

Fresh clean fruits, lift and precision. A little 
short but mouthwatering and fleshy. 90% 
Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc, aged for 12 
months in oak barrels. Drink 2016-2020

Château Saincrit La Fougue, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 86
www.chateau-saincrit.com/

100% Merlot aged in 30% new oak. Summery 
red fruits, nice balance, some mouthwatering 
elements in close of play, very pretty. Drink 
2016-2020

Château Landereau, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 86
www.landereau.com/

Bright and cheerful on the attack, there are 
fruits here although it pulls up a little short on 
the finish. Drink 2016-2020

Château Argadens rouge, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 86
Approx £12 www.tanners-wines.co.uk, 

www.amazon.co.uk

Rich ripe fruit underneath a smoky tar edge. Good 
personality, from a blend of Merlot, Cabernet 
Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc. Great property 
from the Sichel family. Drink 2016-2020

Château Maison Noble, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 86

www.chateau-maisonnoble.com/

Blueberries and strawberries, not hugely 
textured but light and fresh, simple, easy 
drinking. Drink 2016-2020

Château Lavergne Dulong, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 86
www.chateau-lavergne-dulong.com/

This is silky and sweet, nice delivery. Sexy 
grilled almonds on the finish. 55% Cabernet 
Franc, 40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Merlot, 
aged in oak barrels. Drink 2016-2020

Château Brande-Bergère, Cuvée O’Byrne, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 86
www.brandebergere.com/

Silky fruits on the attack, a little short, but 
ripe and almost honeyed in its texture. The 
vineyard sits at one of the highest points of 
the Bordeaux region overlooking the Dronne 
valley. 24 months ageing, 12 in oak. Drink 
2016-2019

 Château Haut Nivelle, Cuvée Prestige, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 86
www.chateau-hautnivelle.com/

Like the silky texture and the fruit-forward 
structure. Pretty, supple, early drinking. Drink 
2016-2019

Château de Sours, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 86
£12 (2011 vintage) www.privatecellar.co.uk

Martin Krawjeski has since sold this estate to 
Chinese Alibaba-founder Jack Ma, but was still 
in charge for the 2014 vintage. He has 
produced a lovely wine with a fruity attack, 
going for supple ripeness and just the right 
amount of spice to create impact without 
overpowering. From a blend of 80% Merlot, 
5% Cabernet Franc, 5% Cabernet Sauvignon 
and 10% Petit Verdot. Drink 2016-2019

Château Turcaud, Cuvée Majeure, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 85
www.chateauturcaud.com

A little astringent on the tannins right now, 
but with a fresh seam to the fruit, and well 
held together, suggest this will soften and 
improve over the next year. 65% Merlot, 35% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, aged in oak barrels for 
eight months. Drink 2016-2020

Château Bolaire, 
AOC Bordeaux Supérieur 2014 85
Approx £40 for 2007 gift box and accessories 
www.vintagewinegifts.co.uk/; 

www.chateau-belle-vue.com/

Soft clean fruits on the attack, this is a lovely 
wine that has plenty to enjoy. Also worth 
looking for in the 2015 vintage. An unusual 
blend also, reflecting its Médoc location, of 
50% Petit Verdot, 30% Merlot Noir, 20% 
Cabernet Sauvignon. Drink 2016-2020
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