
CAR IS 
BETTER 
BY FAR

24 FREE WITH RUGBY WORLD Twitter @rugbyworldmag Facebook Rugby World magazine Twitter @rugbyworldmag Facebook Rugby World magazine FREE WITH RUGBY WORLD 25

OU’RE already 
flying to the other 
side of the world 
– why add even 
more air miles?

Instead of getting 
on a plane to go 

from Melbourne to Sydney for 
the final Test, smart travellers 
will drive the coastal road and 
stop to see the real Australia, 
much of it untouched by tourism.

The scenery is beautiful, the 
roads quiet, the petrol cheap and 
you might even give your liver a 
rest, although the first stop after 
picking up your hire car should 
be the Mornington Peninsula, a 
famous wine region.

Moonah Links, 
an 80-minute drive 
from Melbourne, is a 
golfing Mecca, with 
two superb courses. 
Play a round, then 
dine at the French- 
inspired Montalto 
(montalto.com.au), which boasts 
a coveted Chef’s Hat.

A three-hour drive takes you to 
Wilsons Promontory, the oldest 
national park in Australia and a 
magnet for ramblers and nature 
lovers. Tidal River, the focal point, 
has 22 walks and tracks covering 
130km and among more than 30 
species of native animals on view 
are kangaroos, emus, wombats 
and more parrots than you can 
shake a stick at. Cabins sleep six 
or rent a lodge for big groups.

Another three hours on is the 
charming village of Metung, 
set in the Gippsland Lakes, and 

you’ll love the traffic-free highway. 
The Moorings is a waterfront 
resort at Bancroft, and a tasty 
meal can be had at Bancroft Bites.

Driving on through beautiful 
forests and mountains, you  
reach the Sapphire Coast, known 
for its crystal-clear water. At the 
Eden Killer Whale Museum 
(killerwhalemuseum.com.au), 
you’ll see the skeleton of Old Tom, 
the head of an orca pack which,  
in a remarkable alliance between 
man and mammal, used to herd 
humpbacks into the bay so they 
could be slaughtered by whalers 
– who then rewarded the orcas 
with the lips and tongues.

Wheelers Seafood 
Restaurant (wheelers 
oysters.com.au) is  
a heavenly stop for 
oyster lovers on the 
way to the fishing 
town of Bermagui, 
where The Man Who 
Sued God was filmed.

Bannisters, in Mollymook 
(bannisters.com.au), should be 
another port of call. It’s a boutique 
hotel with a Rick Stein restaurant, 
and you can chat rugby to your 
heart’s content with Irish general 
manager Peter Bacon.

From May to August, whales 
come north from Antarctica and 
stop to rest in Jervis Bay. Take a 
whale-watching cruise in the 
calm water at Huskisson, which is 
also home to over 100 bowl-nosed 
dolphins (dolphinwatch.com.au).

Time to see Wollongong before 
hitting ‘Syd’ – 1,054km and many 
happy memories from Melbourne.

1
After their stop in Hong 
Kong, the Lions open their 
Aussie tour at Patersons 
Stadium in Perth. It’s a city 
where they’ve always made 

hay, trouncing Western Australia 
116-10 in 2001. Opponents Western 
Force didn’t exist then but they’re 
one of the weaker Super 15 teams 

2 
The Scottish Lions will feel 
at home at Newcastle’s 
Hunter Stadium — they 
beat Australia there last 
summer. The town is just 

27km from West Maitland, where 
lies the memorial to Bob Seddon, 
who captained the first-ever Lions 
in 1888 but drowned on the tour 

3 
Who can forget the Lions’ 
previous visit to Canberra 
in 2001? They rallied from 
3-19 to level at 28-28 with 
a post-hooter try — before 

the under-fire Matt Dawson kicked 
the winning points from wide out. 
The Lions face the ACT Brumbies 
four days before the first Test

Off to Oz? Australia’s national airline 
(qantas.com.au), sponsors of the 
Wallabies, has return fares from 
London to the three Test cities from 
£1,052.85, for departures up to  
20 June. For all travel queries about 
the country, visit australia.com

The southernmost point of Australia’s mainland, this national park is an icon of 
Victoria (parks.vic.gov.au). It has beach or bush walks of up to four hours’ duration 
and sometimes seals come onto the beach. Just take socks, jocks and grub!

The home of Aussie golf (moonahlinks.com.au). Thirty-six 
holes of bump-and-run links play awaits golfers here — the 
championship course was designed by Peter Thompson

Let the sea breeze refresh your senses in 
this quaint maritime village. The Moorings 
(themoorings.com.au) overlooks the bay

The city, an hour south of Sydney, has parks, 
beaches and adventure activities. See the 
South Coast from an open-cockpit biplane

Renowned for its deep-sea fishing, this port was written about in 
the 1930s by American Zane Grey, who started the tuna industry. 
Stay at Zane Grey Tourist Park, which has cabins for all budgets

Jervis Bay is the only site on the east coast where whales come 
in from the sea, making whale-watching trips as smooth as 
they are awe-inspiring. And there are pods of oceanic dolphins 

Don’t be boring by flying from city 
to city — driving the coastal road 
will be an experience to cherish 
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Australia wasn’t a 
country until 1901, when 

the six British colonies 
united to become a 

federation of states. If 
you put a map of Oz over 
Europe,  Perth would be 

Madrid and Brisbane 
would be Moscow!

DID YOU KNOW?
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