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“Winning a Decanter Retailer Award was not only a proud 
and humbling honour for our company, it really had a 
significant impact on our business. The acknowledgement
of our efforts from our peers and respected colleagues in 
the industry is an encouraging validation which motivates 
us to expand our investments in the category knowing we 
were on the right path.”

Derek Morrison – The Good Wine Shop, 
Champagne Specialist Wine Retailer of the Year 2017

Be endorsed by an expert judging panel from 
the world’s leading wine media brand
The judges have been chosen for their extensive knowledge in 
the retail environment.

AWARDS CHAIRMAN: Peter Richards MW is a Master of Wine and 
presenter on BBC1’s Saturday Kitchen. A familiar presence from his wide-ranging 
work, Peter has won many awards and his credits include Sky One, ESPN, The 
Guardian, ITV1, Radio 4, Times Online and BBC2. Peter is a regular Decanter 
contributor as well as Chairman of the Retailer Awards, and Regional Chair for 
Chile at the Decanter World Wine Awards.

 
Andy Howard MW became a MW in 2011 and runs his own consultancy 
business (Vinetrades Ltd) which focuses on education, judging, investment and 
sourcing. Howard previously worked for Marks & Spencer as a buyer for over 30 
years and was responsible as wine buyer for Burgundy, Bordeaux, Loire, Champagne, 
Italy, North and South America, South Africa, England, Port and Sherry. Howard is a 
frequent contributor to Decanter and writes a regular column on the UK wine retail 
trade for JancisRobinson.com.

 
Fiona Beckett writes Decanter’s regular features on food and wine matching 
and runs the website www.matchingfoodandwine.com. An award-winning journalist, 
Beckett has written regularly for many of the UK’s leading newspapers, including The 
Times, The Guardian and the Daily Mail. In 2002, she was nominated for The Food 
Journalist of The Year Award by the UK Guild of Food Writers. Beckett has written 15 
books about food and wine, including How to Match Food and Wine, Cooking with 
Wine and Wine by Style.

 
Matt Walls is an award-winning wine writer, author, blogger and consultant 
contributing regular articles to Decanter, Foodism, timatkin.com, Harpers Wine & 
Spirit, Imbibe and others. He publishes wine blog mattwalls.co.uk, for which he was 
named the 2015 International Wine & Spirit Competition Blogger of the Year. His 
first book on wine, Drink Me, won Best Newcomer at the 2013 Fortnum & Mason 
Food and Drink Awards. Walls also advises restaurants on wine lists, hosts tastings, 
trains staff and judges at food and wine competitions. He was previously fine wines 
manager at Mentzendorff and set up, managed and bought wines for the flagship 
store of The Sampler.

“Winning a Decanter award is the icing on the cake. 
Our members remain loyal to us for all the reasons given 
by the judges and more, but a Decanter award provides 
affirmation to those members about their choice, and 
encourages others to join and enjoy the benefits of 
membership.”

Ewan Murray – The Wine Society, 
Outstanding Retailer of the Year 2017

“We were overwhelmed to win not one but two Decanter 
Awards in 2017. We saw a dramatic increase in traffic 
both through the door and to our website and it’s obviously 
a great personal boost to receive praise and recognition 
from respected peers.”
Paul Shanley – Prohibition Wines, 

Small Wine Retailer of the Year 2017 & Spain Specialist Wine Retailer of the Year 2017

Boost the profile of your business – 
attracting the attention of new 
customers and suppliers



Get maximum exposure through Decanter’s
print and digital media channels

Winners will be announced in the November 2018 issue of Decanter 
magazine, on Decanter.com and across our social media accounts
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Decanter Retailer Awards categories
Our categories have been selected with both the retailer and the custom-
er in mind – rewarding innovation, drive and creativity, and providing wine 
drinkers with an indispensable guide to the best wine shops and wine lists 
on the high street. You may enter as many categories as you wish.

➤ RETAILERS

Best Supermarket
This category is open to any large retailer outlet selling food and 
other household goods on a self-service basis.

Best National Wine Shop
Open to retailers with more than one wine shop, with retail outlets
in different areas of the UK.

Best London Multi-Store
For retailers with more than one wine shop within the M25.

Best London/London Neighbourhood Wine Shop
For retailers with a wine store within the M25. Two awards will be given:
• Best London Wine Shop – turnover over £1 million
• Best London Neighbourhood Wine Shop – turnover up to £1 million

Best Regional Wine Shop
Open to retailers that have one wine shop outside the M25.

Best Online Retailer
Open to retailers with a comprehensive wine range available to buy online. 

Best Specialist Retailer – you may enter as many categories as you wish
Open to retailers (online or physical storefront), specialising in a specific 
region, country or category. There are 21 categories:

Best Newcomer
Open to retailers (online or physical storefront) established in the 
past three years.

• Australia
• Austria
• Bordeaux
• Burgundy
• Central & Eastern Europe
• Champagne/Sparkling
• England & Wales

• Germany
• Italy
• Languedoc-Roussillon
• Loire
• New Zealand
• Organic & Biodynamic
• Portugal

• Regional France
• Rhône
• South Africa
• South America
• Spain
• Sweet & Fortified
• USA

➤ WINE SUPPORT SERVICES

Best En Primeur Campaign
This category is for retailers selling wines en primeur to their customers. 
This award is for a single en primeur campaign

Best Subscription Wine Club
Open to retailers offering a monthly/bi-monthly membership club to 
promote and sell wine.

➤ BEST INNOVATOR & OUTSTANDING 
     WINE RETAILER OF THE YEAR

Every entrant is automatically considered for the coveted Best Innovator 
and The Outstanding Wine Retailer of the Year awards. 
There is no charge for these categories.

The Best Innovator is awarded at the judges’ discretion to highlight a retailer 
who is doing something different, innovative and creative.

The Outstanding Wine Retailer of the Year will be selected from all 
entrants in all categories and will be awarded to the retailer who, in the eyes 
of our panel of judges, has delivered the best wine retail experience for UK 
consumers between 1 June 2017 and 31 May 2018. 
There is no extra cost.



The judging process
The judging process is based on what Decanter readers 
think is most important to them when purchasing wines: 
quality, value, range and service. The judges evaluate 
performance and look for evidence of excellence over 
the past year within each category. Entries are judged in 
three stages:

STAGE 1: 
The judges work in pairs and are assigned particular 
categories. Supermarket entries however are evaluated 
by all the judges. Entrants are scored 1 to 10 on staff
training, wine range, customer service and innovation 
and performance.

STAGE 2: 
The panel looks collectively at the shortlist of top scoring 
entrants in each category.

STAGE 3: 
The judges decide on the winner as well as a runner-up 
for each category. In addition, they select an Outstanding 
Retailer of the Year and a Best Innovator. The Outstanding 
Retailer can be considered the overall winner. 

How to enter the Decanter Retailer Awards 2018

ENTER AND PAY ONLINE AT:

www.decanter.com/retailer-awards
ENTRY FEES:

Retailers: £150 + VAT per category
Wine services: £75 + VAT per category

KEY DATES:

Entry period:    3 April – 21 May 2018

First round of judging:   11 June – 13 July 2018

Second round of judging:  20 July – 3 August 2018

Final round of judging:   8 August 2018

Retailer Awards Ceremony:  20 September 2018

CONTACT US:

Entering the Awards 
T: 07969 429 620
Clare_Malec@freelance.decanter.com

Payment, Results and 
Awards Ceremony
T: 0203 148 4505
retailerawards@decanter.com

More information: 
www.decanter.com/retailer-awards


