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Decanter is the world’s leading wine media brand. Reaching wine lovers around the globe, Decanter   

provides authoritative content, independent advice and inspirational events and competitions. 

The world’s top wine experts have been contributing to Decanter for more than 40 years, since the launch of 

the magazine in 1975. 

The international wine trade trusts Decanter to deliver a world-class audience of wine enthusiasts who interact 

with Decanter and explore their passion for wine through the magazine, websites, tastings, awards and events. 

Decanter has a total brand monthly reach of 590,000 and a global magazine circulation of 41,000 distributed 

across 92 countries.

PANEL TASTINGS:

Decanter publishes an average of two panel tastings per issue focusing on a different region or category.  The 

tasting results are also featured on our website, www.decanter.com which receives 540k unique users and 

1.2 million page views per month.

We call in samples by liaising with the governing trade body of that region who will contact you, either directly 

or by featuring the request on their website/newsletter. If you are not a member of the governing trade body, 

please contact us and we will send you a request for samples directly. 

We also contact UK importers and retailers to ensure they are aware of the tasting, who can then inform their 

producers/agencies accordingly. With the vast proportion of these tastings, it is not necessary to have a UK 

importer to enter your wines.

There is never any entry fee applied to these tastings. You just need to ensure all shipping, customs charges etc. 

are covered by yourselves; if not, you risk your wine not being tasted as we will not pay such fees.

Buying guide

Introduction
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TASTING 

MONTH
PUBLICATION PANEL TASTINGS

December 

2018

March 

2019

• Rioja 2010

• Spanish Mencía

• Tempanillo - Tastings Feature

• Spanish Rosé - Experts Choice

January 

2019

April 

2019

• Chilean Carmenère

• Languedoc/Picpoul de Pinet

• Pacific North West Reds - Experts Choice

February 

2019

May 

2019

• Chianti Classico 2010

• Amarone

• Global Merlot - Tastings feature

• Sicilian Native Whites - Experts Choice

March 

2019

June 

2019

• Californian Chardonnay

• South American Premium Bordeaux Blends

• Australian Multi-Regional Blends - Experts Choice

April 

2019

July 

2019

• NZ Premium Sauvignon Blanc

• Douro Value Reds

• Carbonic Maceration Reds - Tastings feature

• Santorini Whites - Experts Choice

2018/2019 Panel Tasting Schedule

TASTING 

MONTH
PUBLICATION PANEL TASTINGS

May 

2019

August 

2019

• Provence Rosé

• Austrian Grüner Veltliner

• Croatian and Slovenian Whites - Experts Choice

June 

2019

September 

2019

• Rosso di Montalcino

• Californian Rhône reds

• Blanc de Blancs Sparkling - Tastings feature

• Bourgogne Blanc - Experts Choice

July

2019

October 

2019

• Chilean Value Cabernet Sauvignon

• Argentinian Malbec

• South American Chardonnay – Tastings feature

• Uruguay Tannat - Experts Choice

August 

2019

November 

2019

• South African Chenin Blanc

• Priorat

• Moulis & Listrac - Experts Choice

September 

2019

December 

2019

• NV Champagne Magnums

• Central Otago Pinot Noir

• Dry Riesling - Tastings feature



This section of the magazine highlights 25 wines 

available in the United Kingdom’s off-trade/retail 

sector. The wines need to retail at £20 and under 

per bottle. 

These wines are chosen by the Tastings Team, who 

have tasted them at trade and press tastings.

If you have a new wine on the UK market, please 

email us about it, with the retail price and stockist 

details. We will request a sample at our discretion. 
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Robola Cooperative of 
Cephalonia, San Gerasimo 
Robola, Cephalonia, 
Greece 2016 93

£17.50 Maltby & Greek, Strictly Wine

A gorgeous wine from a co-op that 

produces almost 85% of all the Robola 

grown on this mountainous Ionian island. 

Sweet floral and green tea aromas are 

followed by stone fruit, citrus, herbs and 

honey on the complex, mineral palate. 

Gentle, creamy mouthfeel with lengthy, 

bright acidity. Alc 12.5% ➢

25 UNDER £25

Booths, English 
Sparkling, Sussex, 
England 2016 92

£21 Booths

Made by Sussex-based 

Ridgeview, this rich yet elegant 

own-brand bubbly is a worthy 

DWWA 2018 Silver-medal 

winner, boasting toasty, leesy 

characters that add complexity 

to its juicy, crisp green apple 

flavours and delicate blossom 

notes. Stock up now ahead of 

the festive season. Alc 12%

Domaine de la 
Pépière, Clos des 
Briords, Muscadet 
Sèvre et Maine sur lie, 
Loire, France 2017 92

£18 Les Caves de Pyrene, The Good 

Wine Shop

A savoury, saline, biodynamic 

Muscadet from a 3ha vineyard 

that’s more than 60 years old.  

It spends seven months on lees 

so has a weighty, creamy palate 

and flinty-fresh anise and oyster 

shell notes. Super! Alc 13%

Luis Pato, Vinhas 
Velhas, Bairrada, 
Portugal 2017 92

£16-£18 Dorset Wine Co, Raymond 

Reynolds

First made in 1990, this is one of 

Luis Pato’s iconic wines, based 

on old-vine Bical. Searing 

acidity, but in balance with the 

full-bodied stone fruit, quince 

and herbal flavours. Smoky, 

saline and savoury, it will age 

beautifully. Decanting 

recommended. Alc 12.5%

Morrisons, The Best 
Vintage Cava Rosado, 
Spain 2016 89

£8.25 Morrisons

A well-made, fresh and frothy 

pink fizz that’s a reliable choice 

to pop for a party – or as an 

accompaniment to sushi or 

salmon. Made from 70% Trepat 

and 30% Garnacha, it has a 

dosage of 9g/l, but the ripe 

strawberries and cream flavours 

are balanced by firm acidity. 

Alc 12%

Domaine Jean-
Maurice Raffault, 
Chinon Blanc, Loire, 
France 2017 92

£14.75 Yapp Bros

Chenin Blanc is just 2% of 

production in the Cabernet 

enclave of Chinon, so this is a 

rare gem. Made biodynamically, 

it’s dry, unoaked and beautifully 

complex, with tangy, textural 

apple and quince fruit, white 

flowers and crisp acidity. 

Affordable elegance. Alc 12.5%

Portugal Boutique 
Winery, Boina White, 
Douro, Portugal 2017 
92

£17.95-£18.50 Bottle Apostle, 

Swig, The Good Wine Shop

A traditional Douro field blend 

from 90-year-old vines. Real 

interest and intrigue: the nutty, 

leesy, textural palate has super 

weight of green apple, nectarine 

and herbs, balancing citrus 

acidity, and a chalky mineral 

tone. Great discovery! Alc 13%

Weekday wines
Looking to try something different or adventurous, 

but don’t want to make an expensive mistake?  

Decanter’s associate editor Tina Gellie has done  

the hard work for you, picking out 25 exciting and 

accessible wines available in the UK for £25 or less

Must-try

white
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Asda, Extra Special 
Chenin Blanc, Paarl, 
South Africa 2017 91

£6 Asda

The fruit here comes from dry-grown old 

bush vines in Paarl, given gentle barrel 

fermentation so as not to mask the purity 

of the ripe apple and succulent nectarine 

fruit. It’s beautifully textured on the 

creamy, nutty palate with lovely spiced 

honey notes and a tropical lift on the 

finish. Excellent value – you’d think it was 

twice the price. Stock up now for the 

party season. Alc 14% 

Château Ksara, 
Merwah, Bekaa Valley, 
Lebanon 2017 91

£14-£16 Great Wines Direct, 

Hallgarten & Novum, Harrods,  

Whole Foods Market

From Lebanon’s oldest winery 

comes the world’s first 100% 

Merwah, sourced from a 

60-year-old ungrafted vineyard 

at 1,600m. Unoaked, with a 

nutty, creamy mouthfeel to the 

papaya, melon and apple 

blossom flavours. Alc 12.5%

Pauletts, Polish Hill 
River Riesling, Clare 
Valley, South 
Australia 2013 91

£12.95 The Wine Society

This sub-region, famed for its 

Rieslings, is named after the 

settlers who arrived from 

Poland in the 1850s. This is a 

classic Clare style: bone dry, 

with brisk acidity and complex 

petrol hints joining the flavours 

of lime cordial and honey. 

Focused and classy. Alc 12.5%

Château du Rouët, 
Estérelle Rosé,  
Côte de Provence, 
France 2017 90

£15.99 Liberty Wines

Brothers Martin and Matthieu 

Savatier are the fifth generation 

to run this 178-year-old estate. 

An elegant, bone-dry rosé 

based on Grenache and 

Tibouren. Not just for summer, it 

has garrigue herbs and creamy 

summer pudding characters. 

Long and serious. Alc 13.5%

Bissoni, Girapoggio 
Sangiovese, Emilia 
Romagna, Italy 2015 
92

£12.95 Lea & Sandeman

Raffaella Bissoni farms her 5ha 

estate, founded in Casticciano in 

1968, biodynamically. This 

Sangiovese has overt aromas of 

black wine gums then juicy dark 

berries on the silky, vibrant 

palate, supported by grippy 

tannins. An exciting discovery 

at a great price. Alc 13%

Greystone, Sauvignon 
Blanc, Waipara, North 
Canterbury, New 
Zealand 2017 91

£15.99 Waitrose Cellar

An organic Sauvignon Blanc 

that undergoes partial 

malolactic fermention during its 

six months of ageing in old 

barriques, giving lovely texture, 

subtle oak spice and rich 

creaminess to the rounded 

palate of peach and melon fruit. 

Unusual and delicious. Alc 13.5%

Sainsbury’s, Taste the 
Difference, Mâcon-
Villages, Burgundy, 
France 2017 90

£9.50 Sainsbury’s

A delicious unoaked Chardonnay 

that punches well above its 

weight for the quality. Elegant, 

fresh and mineral yet packed 

with juicy, tangy green apple 

flavours on a lengthy palate. 

The own-label Chablis and Petit 

Chablis are good too, but this is 

a fine value alternative. Alc 12.5%

Le Clos du Caillou, 
Bouquet des 
Garrigues, Côtes du 
Rhône, France 2016 93

£20.25 Cru World Wines, Genesis, 

H2Vin, Jeroboams

A seductive red, from a 45ha 

biodynamic estate that borders 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape. Inky 

bramble fruit with a violet lift 

and wild herbs, supple tannins 

and delicate spice from its 14 

months in foudres. Delicious 

now, but will age well. Alc 15%

Marc Isart, La 
Maldición, Valdilecha, 
Madrid, Spain 2016 92

£10.46 Uncharted Wines

La Maldición (‘The Curse’) 

details how these isolated, 

high-altitude, old-vine 

vineyards of Tempranillo and 

white Malvar are so hard to 

reach and farm. An organic, 

serious yet quaffable red with 

fine grip, texture and fresh 

acidity alongside ripe cherry 

fruit. Super value. Alc 13.5%

RECOMMENDATIONS

High 
street

choice
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Westwell Wines, Ortega 
Amphora, Kent 2016 88

£14.95 Westwell Wines Estate

The first UK wine to be made in a terracotta 

amphora; the increased lees contact adds 

texture and breadth. Initially restrained, it has 

lovely Chablis-esque freshness and minerality, 

but with more fruit. Drink 2018-2020 Alc 12.5%

Woodchester Valley, Culver Hill, 
Cotswolds 2017 87

£10.99 Cotswold Park Farm Shop, Woodchester 

Valley Vineyard

A refreshing blend of Seyval, Ortega, Bacchus 

and Pinot Gris made in a spicy, aromatic style 

that’s ideally suited to lightly spiced Asian 

dishes. Drink 2018-2019 Alc 11.4%

Sharpham Vineyard, Barrel 
Fermented Madeleine Angevine, 
Devon 2014 86

£17.95 Le Vignoble, Sharpham Wine & Cheese 

A highly individual take on the Madeleine 

Angevine grape. The oak is quite dominant but 

there are also aromatic, floral notes and a fresh 

zip of acidity. Drink 2018-2019 Alc 12%

Chapel Down, Kit’s Coty 
Bacchus, Kent 2016 91

£28.99 Selfridges

This first vintage of Bacchus from Kit’s Coty. 

Highly individual, with punchy greengage, 

lemon zest and herbal aromas. Spicy, creamy 

and tropical, with a pithy, bitter orange finish. 

Fascinating. Drink 2018-2021 Alc 13%

Nutbourne, Bacchus, West 
Sussex 2016 91

£13.50 English Wine Centre, Seven Cellars,  

Top Selection 

A classic, well-made English Bacchus. Floral, 

flinty aromas lead the way, backed up by fresh 

herbal flavours, crisp acidity and a succulent, 

rounded finish. Drink 2018-2019 Alc 12%

Lyme Bay, Bacchus Block, Devon 
2017 90

£16.99 Christopher Piper, Davy’s, Hennings 

Winemaker Liam Idzikowski sources this fruit 

from the Crouch Valley in Essex. Rich and 

smoky with punchy grapefruit flavours, this is 

a ripe and concentrated Bacchus, with a hint of 

botrytis. Drink 2018-2020 Alc 11.5%

Chapel Down, Kit’s Coty 
Chardonnay, Kent 2015 93

£30 Chapel Down

This is one of the finest Chardonnays from the 

Kit’s Coty vineyard to date. Full of roasted 

hazelnut and ripe apricot flavours, it’s also 

incredibly mouthwatering and refined. 

Compelling. Drink 2018-2022 Alcohol 12.5%

Gusbourne, Guinevere 
Chardonnay, Kent 2014 93

£25 Berry Bros & Rudd, Exel, Fortnum & Mason,  

Harvey Nichols, Le Vignoble

Another example of what still Chardonnay can 

achieve in the UK. Fermented in barrique, six 

months in French oak: toasty and savoury, 

perfectly balanced. Drink 2018-2022 Alc 12%

Litmus Wines, Element 20, 
Surrey 2013 92

£16.99-£22.50 Harvey Nichols, Waitrose

John Worontschak’s Litmus makes complex, 

cool-climate wines from fruit sourced across 

the south of England. This 50:50 blend of 

Bacchus and Chardonnay is the stand-out: rich 

yet savoury and long. Drink 2018-2022 Alc 12%

EXPERT’S CHOICE

IF THE EXTRAORDINARY weather of 2018 in the British 

Isles proved anything, it is to expect the unexpected. 

That said, according to Dr Alistair Nesbitt of Climate 

Wine Consulting, the average growing season 

temperature in the UK is steadily rising. If this trend 

continues, it isn’t just sparkling wine that the country’s 

winemakers should be focusing on. Still wines can and 

should form a credible part of future planning. 

Although the UK’s reputation as a producer of 

world-class wines has understandably been founded on 

fizz, still wines are now deservedly beginning to share 

the limelight. As Charlie Holland of Gusbourne wine 

estate in Kent states: ‘The success of English wine has 

rightly been built on sparkling wine, as this is the style 

most suited to our climate.’ But when things begin to hot 

up as they did in 2018, the potential to produce 

accomplished table wines becomes a serious reality.

It’s not all about the climate though. Young and 

ambitious wine producers, working with the right vine 

clones and varieties, in the right sites, and using the 

latest winemaking techniques, are already making 

top-quality still wines.

English still wines
Although currently best known for its sparkling wines, there’s huge potential for  
the production of still wines in the UK, says Susie Barrie MW – as these bottle show
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The most successful still wines to date have been 

made from Chardonnay, Bacchus, Pinot Gris and, to a 

lesser extent, Ortega for the whites; and Pinot Noir and 

the earlier-ripening Pinot Noir Précoce for the reds. 

There are also some fun rosés being made from blends 

that include the likes of Regent and Phoenix.

At its best, UK Chardonnay is reminiscent of good 

Chablis, with crisp, green apple acidity and intense but 

elegant flavours. That said a handful of producers are 

pushing the boundaries with richer, oak-influenced 

wines that show tremendous potential. Bacchus is an 

English speciality that offers the florality of Riesling with 

the zesty crunch of Sauvignon Blanc, and it comes in a 

variety of styles from light and refreshing to more richly 

textured. UK Pinot Gris is a softer style, with orchard fruit 

and spice flavours, while Pinot Noir tends to be lighter 

than its Burgundian counterpart but with all the earthy, 

plum and summer fruit flavours you’d expect.

Clones are another, rather complex issue, but put 

simply, the clones most suited to still wine production 

aren’t necessarily the same as those for top-quality 

sparkling wines. Where producers are confident enough 

to plant with still wine production as the priority, though, 

wines of real quality and style are more than achievable, 

especially in riper vintages such as 2014 and 2016. 

It’s almost impossible at this early stage to pinpoint 

regional differences or to select one area over another. 

Essex, however, is a county to watch. Liam Idzikowski, 

winemaker at Lyme Bay in Dorset, sources a significant 

amount of fruit from here. ‘This is the driest area in the 

UK, with large expanses of land suitable for growing 

because of the low altitude,’ he explains. 

Chapel Down, Pinot Noir, Kent 
2014 88

£15.99 Chapel Down

With a pale brick colour and warming sour 

cherry and leather aromas, this is fully mature 

English Pinot in a light-bodied, sappy and 

earthy style. Delicious now, especially with a 

roast leg of lamb. Drink 2018-2019 Alc 12%

Bearley Vineyard, Bard’s Red 
Pinot Noir Précoce, 
Warwickshire 2017 85

£13.99 Vinology

Bearley’s 2ha vineyard was planted in 2005. 

This blend of Pinot Noir Précoce and Regent is 

a fun and easy-drinking red with bright 

blackberry fruit. Drink 2018-2019 Alc 12%

Denbies, Noble Harvest, Surrey 
2016 92

£19.99/37.5cl Waitrose

A sweet, botrytised Ortega. Orange rind 

aromas and flavours are underpinned by a 

perfect balance of zesty acidity and apricot 

sweetness. A versatile match for creamy or 

fruity desserts. Drink 2018-2022 Alc 12%

Dunleavy, Pinot Noir Rosé, 
Somerset 2017 88

£12.95–£16.50 Dunleavy Vineyards, Le Vignoble, 

Vinoteca

Ingrid Bates established her Somerset project 

a decade ago. Her rosé is is refreshingly dry 

and summery, with attractive wild strawberry 

and red cherry fruit. Drink 2018-2019 Alc 11.5%

Woodchester Valley, Pinot Rosé, 
Cotswolds 2017 88

£12.50 Woodchester Valley Vineyard

Pinot Noir with a splash of Pinot Gris. This 

intensely coloured rosé is full and fruity with 

bold red cherry aromas and flavours. A hint of 

black pepper and appealing nip of black fruit 

tannin on the finish. Drink 2018-2019 Alc 11.5%

Gusbourne, Pinot Noir, Kent 
2016 92

£29.75 Lea & Sandeman 

As close as  English Pinot gets to rivalling the 

best. Aromas of earthy plum fruit, smoky oak.

The palate is light but juicy and full of classic 

Pinot flavours that will develop well over the 

next couple of years. Drink 2019-2023 Alc 12%

Off The Line, Hip Rosé, East 
Sussex 2017 92

£20 English Wine Centre, Gerry’s Wines & Spirits,  

Off the Line Vineyard 

Newcomer Off the Line focuses on premium 

rosés. This is its top wine and one of the best 

UK rosés I’ve tasted. Like a fine Provençe rosé, 

it is beautifully stylish. Drink 2018-2020 Alc 11%

Lyme Bay, Pinot Noir Rosé, 
Devon 2017 90

£15.99-£16.50 Christopher Piper, Ellis of 

Richmond, Enotria&Coe, Great Western Wine, Jascots

The fruit for this ripe rosé is sourced in Essex, 

one of the driest parts of the UK. A 100% Pinot 

Noir, it has summer fruit aromas and attractive, 

juicy acidity. Drink 2018-2019 Alc 12%

Sutton Ridge Vineyard, Rosé, 
Somerset 2017 90

£12.99 Brockley Stores, Lye Cross Farm,  

The Wine Shop Winscombe 

Luke Ford planted this vineyard on his family’s 

Somerset farm in 2011. His stylish rosé is made 

from Regent, Phoenix and Pinot Noir. Fruity 

and harmonious. Drink 2018-2020 Alc 11.5%

‘At its best, UK Chardonnay is 

reminiscent of good Chablis’ This is a selection of UK 

still wines tasted mainly 

at the 2018 WineGB 

tasting and the 2018 

WineGB Awards

Susie Barrie MW is 

a wine writer and 

broadcaster. She is the 

author of Wine Made 

Easy: Champagne and 

Sparkling Wines and 

was chair of the 2018 

WineGB Awards

ENGLISH STILL WINES 

This is a selection of 18 wines, all available in the UK’s 

off-trade/retail sector. It focuses on a particular region 

and/or category with wines chosen by an acknowledged 

expert on that area. 

The wines are usually selected at a UK trade tasting 

attended by the writer in question, sometimes 

supplemented by wines that the writer has tasted 

elsewhere. Occasionally the wines are chosen during a 

visit to the wine region in question or at a tasting 

organised by Decanter.

Weekday Wines

Experts Choice

Image: Cath Lowe



The vast majority of features in Decanter are written by freelance journalists. 

Some of the writers are based in or near the region being covered; others 

visit the region regularly and have a good knowledge of its wines, and a 

network of contacts there. 

It is a good idea to establish a relationship with the key correspondents on 

your wine region, as the choice of wines recommended within any feature 

is entirely down to the writer him or herself. 

You could send them information about your winery, samples of new

 releases, or simply keep them up-to-date with your news. 

We do not give out writers’ contact details, but will forward on an email of 

introduction if you contact the editorial team.

Wines published for all to view on Decanter.com are on the value end of 

the spectrum, with Decanter’s team picking some of the best wines from 

supermarkets and high street merchants, around £20 and under.

Decanter Premium is an online subscription platform with over 1,000 

wine reviews being published each month for Premium subscribers.This 

includes all wines featured in the magazine and the panel tastings in full, 

in addition to exclusive content and large vintage overviews. Decanter 

Premium is also compatible with cellartracker.com.

Recommendations within Features

Wine recommendations on Decanter.com 

and Decanter Premium

Image: Cath Lowe



The Decanter Asia Wine Awards brings together the finest 

line-up of expert palates working in the Asian market. With 

more than 3,000 wines entered in 2018 it is the largest wine 

competition in Asia, and is organised with the highest level of 

professionalism and rigour.

Results are published on www.decanterchina.com and are 

supported by events throughout the region.

Entries for the 2019 competition open in May and there is 

an entry fee to be paid per wine.

More information available at www.decanter.com/dawa. 
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 B
ordeaux-born Hervé Joyaux Fabre (owner 

and winemaker) found himself in Argentina 

at the beginning of the 1990s, on the 

lookout for opportunities to purchase 

vineyards and launch a winery.

‘When I arrived with my wife Diane, Malbec was 

viewed as little more than a blending grape,’ he 

states. ‘Seeing the incredible potential of the 

Argentinian terroir, we bought a number of the 

country’s oldest Malbec vineyards – 

first planted in 1908 – and in 1992 

we built our first winery, Fabre 

Montmayou, in Luján de Cuyo, 

near Mendoza.

‘My background was all about 

Bordeaux when I moved to Mendoza, 

so my priority was for our wines to 

show elegance and subtlety while reflecting 

the local terroir. We were the first winery to 

make a single-varietal Malbec in Argentina 

in the early 1990s, so a lot has changed 

since then!’

This is Viñalba’s flagship wine and its 

base is Malbec vines which have an average 

age of 60 years. ‘With Viñalba we’ve always 

focused on combining purity of fruit with 

elegance and complexity,’ explains Joyaux 

Fabre. ‘Our winemaking team has an 

unshakeable belief in the local terroirs, and 

we are determined that all our wines should 

express these as elegantly as possible.’

 T
he Dopff family has been in Riquewihr for an 

incredible 13 generations, starting out with just 

a few parcels of vines which, over the years, 

have grown to an impressive 200ha (70ha is the 

family’s own production, while the remaining 130ha are 

bought from trusted growers).

The current general manager is Etienne-Arnaud 

Dopff, who recalls his first full vintage well: ‘It was 1998 

and I remember that it was a very nice vintage, close to 

a late harvest,’ he says. ‘We still have some 

1998s in the cellar which I am keeping a 

very close eye on!’

‘At Dopff au Moulin, we aim to 

represent our passion through our 

wines,’ he says. ‘For us, the ethic is in the 

balance of dry and gastronomic wines.’

He explains that the Gerwurztraminer 

vines suffer in Brand. ‘The terroir here is 

sandy and granitic, and the vines face south on a 

steep slope of up to 35%. Yields are always low 

– 22hl/ha compared to the allowed maximum in 

Brand of 55hl/ha – so we always have excellent 

concentration, which wonderfully expresses the 

atmosphere of this grand cru,’ he says.

‘This DWWA Best in Show award represents 

our gratitude to our workers for all that they have 

done in the vineyard and in the cellar to obtain 

this magnificent wine from such an outstanding 

terroir,’ concludes Dopff. 

argenTina

Bodegas Fabre, Viñalba 
gran reservado Malbec, 
Uco Valley, Mendoza 
2015 (14.5%)

Saturated dark black-purple, with arrestingly floral 

aromas, alluring plum, damson and sloe fruits and a 

grind of pink peppercorn: so splendid in its youthful 

appeal that it seems a shame to wait, though the depth 

of the wine suggests it would take ageing in its stride. 

On the palate, the wine is dark, concentrated and once 

again head-turningly floral and fresh, without any 

evident alcohol heat or overripeness. Brilliant Malbec 

from a great site. Drink 2018-2023

£16.99 Majestic

aLSaCe

Dopff au Moulin, 
gewurztraminer, grand 
Cru Brand 2015 (13.8%)

Pale green-gold, with luscious yet fresh aromas of fine 

perfumer’s spice with beaten cream and oil of lemon: 

head-turning and arresting. Full, lush and compelling 

on the palate, with the same combination of perfumer’s 

spice, cream and lemon oil lying thick on the tongue. 

There’s almost no acidity at all, but the combination 

of perfume, glycerol, sweetness and extract means 

that the wine finishes poised and fresh. Drink on its 

own or partner with rich dishes. Drink 2018-2023

£26.50-£30.99 Exel Wines, Hallgarten & Novum, Strictly Wine
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BEST IN SHOW

For tasting 
notes of all wines, 
plus prices and 
stockists, see

Decanter.com/ 
dwwa

➢

 W
hen my wife Ann and I came to the 

Piccadilly Valley in 1978 it was 

specifically to grow and make 

Chardonnay in a cool, wet climate 

and on a soil suited to making wines of intensity and 

finesse,’ says Brian Croser. ‘The Tiers Vineyard was 

the first in the Adelaide Hills, so it was a gamble 

how it might turn out; at the time there was almost 

no Chardonnay in South Australia.’

The gamble paid off: the 7ha 

vineyard, planted in 1979, is the 

wettest and coolest in all of South 

Australia, and the wines – made in 

the Crosers’ Petaluma winery 

down the hill from the Tiers 

Vineyard – became world-renowned.

In 2001 the Petaluma winery was 

sold to brewer Lion Nathan and the Crosers 

forged ahead with their Tapanappa project 

in 2002, retaining ownership and making 

wine from the Tiers Vineyard. In 2014, the 

Crosers regained control of the Petaluma 

winery, where this Tapanappa Tiers 

Chardonnay was made. 

‘It’s a dream vineyard to own and 

manage,’ says Croser. ‘The vineyard gently 

slopes to the northeast and is surrounded 

by trees; it is in effect a clos. 2016 was the 

warmest year for the Piccadilly Valley since 

at least 1960. Despite that, Tiers expressed 

its terroir attributes and retained 

Chardonnay fruit vibrancy and acidity.’

 A
lthough the Vineyard Select Semillon lives 

on under other pseudonyms, the 2005 was 

the only wine made and labelled as such, 

making it something of a collector’s item  

– even more so when you consider that just 1,000 

12-bottle cases were made.

Chief winemaker is Neil McGuigan who grew up 

within a family of winemakers in the Hunter Valley, and 

over the years he has worked at Briar Ridge (which he 

part-owned) as well as McGuigan Simeon 

Wines (now Australian Vintage) and 

Wyndham Estate, along with his 

brother, Brian.

The grapes for this wine come from 

the Hunter Ridge Vineyard at the base 

of the Brokenback Range in the Lower 

Hunter. McGuigan explains: ‘Each day, a 

cool coastal breeze arrives about 1pm, 

hitting the range and flowing down over the 

vineyard, lowering the temperature of the vines 

to about 27°C. In terms of the terroir, the 

vineyard is located on sandy loam. We don’t 

irrigate and keep yields very low, so the grapes 

have amazing concentration.

‘We wanted to make a wine that celebrated 

Hunter Valley Semillon and was representative 

of the region,’ adds McGuigan. ‘It has vibrancy 

and outstanding ageability which is second to 

none. We are fully committed to Semillon and 

with this wine we put our stake in the ground in 

terms of showing what it’s capable of achieving. 

For us, it’s all about making wine the hero.’ 

AUSTRALIA

Tapanappa, Tiers 
Vineyard Chardonnay, 
Piccadilly Valley, 
Adelaide Hills, South 
Australia 2016 (13.8%)

Scents of cream mingle with iris root and gentian: 

classy and distinctive. It is light, fresh and delicate on 

the palate, its alcohol fittingly invisible, with all its 

flavoured richness clustered around the evolving acid 

core. A wine you could age with confidence, and which 

will certainly have further complexities concealed in 

its artfully hidden recesses. Drink 2018-2030

£52 Edencroft Fine Wines, Hailsham Cellars, Nickolls & Perks, The Champagne Co

AUSTRALIA

McGuigan, Vineyard 
Select Semillon, Hunter 
Valley, New South Wales 
2005 (10.5%)

Tangy, haunting, developed aromas of earth after 

rain, lime pith, flintlock sparks and parsley root: a 

unique combination. It’s vivid, fresh, poised and petite 

on the palate, and the 13 years of ageing have brought 

a cascade of orchard and citrus fruits alike, which 

cluster around the now-juicy acids at the wine’s core. 

This is just approaching mid-life and has at least as 

long again to run, to unfold and to charm, changing 

and deepening as it does. Drink 2018-2033

N/A UK www.mcguiganwines.co.uk

The Decanter World Wine Awards, which was launched in 

2004, is one of the world’s largest and most influential wine 

competitions. In 2018 the competition received wines from 60 

countries, and received close to 17,000 entries.

The results are published in a dedicated, Decanter World 

Wine Awards issue available in stores. The results will also be 

published on www.decanter.com

Entries for the 2019 competition open on the 6th 

November 2018 and there is an entry fee to be paid

per wine.

More information available at www.decanter.com/dwwa.
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Tastings team for panel tastings and weekday wines:

Tasting Team for panel tastings:     decanter_tasting@decanter.com

Tastings Director for weekday wines:   tina_gellie@decanter.com

Editorial Team for Expert’s Choice and feature: editor@decanter.com

Decanter Awards enquiries:    awards@decanter.com

All marketing enquiries     marketing@decanter.com

To purchase Panel Tasting, DWWA and DAWA medal-winning 

wine stickers, visit shop.decanterawards.com
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