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Explore the Great Wines of the  
Rhône Valley 
Join Decanter on an exclusive tour of the Rhône Valley, the second largest 
wine-growing region in France with vineyards as far as the eye can see. 
The area is divided into multiple world-class appellations, from Crozes-
Hermitage, Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Côte-Rôtie and Condrieu, to name 
just a few. 

As we follow the Rhône river downstream, traversing through the Northern 
and Southern Rhône, you’ll notice the landscape change from the dramatic 
granitic slopes of Côte-Rôtie and Hermitage, to the sweeping Provençal 
landscape of Châteauneuf-du-Pape, with olive groves and fields of lavender 
among the vineyards. You’ll see the character of the wines change, as we 
visit some of the most iconic wineries of the region and taste with some 
of the greatest winemakers of the Rhône, in their private cellars and sun-
drenched vineyards. 

Explore the fascinating diversity of the wines, from the rich Viognier of 
Condrieu, the wild Syrah of Cornas, to the glorious Grenache of Gigondas. 
Join fellow Decanter readers on this exclusive, week-long tour and sample 
some of the finest wines this region has to offer, all under the expert 
guidance of Decanter’s contributing editor Matt Walls. We’ll stay in beautiful 
properties and dine at some memorable restaurants along the way. 

Numbers are limited to 20 guests to retain the personal intimacy of 
sampling wine with a group of like-minded wine enthusiasts. As spaces 
are likely to sell out fast, register your interest now.

https://ata.centaursystemsinc.com/centaur6/online/OBM_getRoomDetails?tourNum=003237&tourCode=DERHON&departureDate=06/12/2022&groupId=1011351&company=ata&subCompany=ET
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• Meet some of the greatest winemakers of 
the Rhône Valley.

• Walk among the picturesque vineyards of 
this beautiful wine region.

• Enjoy an in-depth exploration of Rhône 
wines, discovering the Southern and 
the Northern Rhône – two very different 
regions in one trip.

• Taste some of the most prestigious red and 
white wines from legendary appellations.

• Sample some of the finest local cuisine at 
Michelin-starred establishments, favorite 
neighborhood restaurants recommended 
by locals, and during simple picnics and 
tasting tours
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Sunday, June 12: Bienvenue à Lyon
Arrive in Lyon airport in the afternoon and take a transfer by private coach to the 4-star hotel Domaine de 
Clairefontaine, surrounded by magnificent parkland in Chonas L’Amballan, near Côte-Rôtie. Time has been set 
aside to settle in before gathering with fellow wine enthusiasts for a welcome dinner at award-winning Chef 
Phillippe Giradon’s Michelin star restaurant within the hotel.

Hotel: Domaine de Clairefontaine 
Meals: Dinner 

Monday, June 13: Discovering Condrieu and Côte-Rôtie
After breakfast, we’ll take a short drive to Ampuis to visit the estate of Stéphane Ogier, with its ultra-
contemporary cellar. We’ll taste a selection of his single vineyard wines, most of which are visible from his tasting 
room. From here we’ll continue to one of the greatest estates of Condrieu, Domaine Georges Vernay. Here we will 
meet winemaker Christine Vernay, one of the few female members of the Académie du Vin de France. In 2020, 
the estate was awarded three stars by La Revue du Vin de France’s Green Guide. Then we’ll continue to a local 
restaurant for lunch. Return to the hotel late this afternoon for an evening at leisure.

Hotel: Domaine de Clairefontaine 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
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Tuesday, June 14: Tain and Tournon – discovering  
Hermitage, Crozes-Hermitage and Saint-Joseph
Check out of the hotel after breakfast and drive to Domaine Yann Chave where we will 
taste some excellent Hermitage and Crozes-Hermitage vintages, and discover an estate 
which has been a pioneer in organic viticulture since it was established in the early 
2000s. Continue to Delas for a guided tour of the new winery, one of the most modern 
and impressive cellars in the region. After lunch, we will visit Domaine Laurent Habrard. 
Laurent is a fifth generation winemaker who converted to organic and biodynamic 
methods after taking over the family estate. From here, we will end the afternoon at the 
iconic Chapoutier. After a guided tour of the vineyards, we’ll compare five different wines, 
including some of the winemaker’s legendary Hermitage Sélections Parcellaires. Afterwards 
we will check into the 4-star Fac et Spera hotel and spa in Tain l’Hermitage and dine in  
the hotel’s Restaurant Marius, where the chef will provide a contemporary twist on 
traditional dishes.

Hotel: Fac et Spera 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Wednesday, June 15: Discovering Cornas and Saint-Péray 
 
This is the day we discover the terroirs of Saint-Péray and Cornas. We will begin at the 
Domaine du Tunnel with its famous 150 metres stone tunnel, providing the perfect 
aging conditions for the wine. After lunch at a local inn, there will be the opportunity to 
visit Domaine Alain Voge, another organic producer. The estate has exceptional hillside 
vines, entirely worked by hand. We will return to the pretty village of Tournon and Tain 
l’Hermitage. There will be time to enjoy the hotel facilities or explore the pretty village of 
Tain l’Hermitage. Dinner is at leisure this evening.

Hotel: Fac et Spera 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Thursday, June 16: Châteauneuf-du-Pape
We will check out of the hotel after breakfast and drive south towards Châteauneuf-du-
Pape. We will pause at Domaine de Marcoux, a centuries-old family-run wine estate and 
one of the first in Châteauneuf to convert to biodynamics in 1991. Enjoy lunch on the 
terrace at Le Verger des Papes with its panoramic views: Mont Ventoux to the east, Avignon, 
the Palais des Papes to the south, the Rhône and the village of the Gard to the west. After 
lunch we will enjoy some free time to wander the town of Châteauneuf-du-Pape, browse 
Vinadéa wine shop with its extensive collection of local wines, or enjoy a short walk to the 
ruined Château. Later we will visit Château La Nerthe, one of the most beautiful estates 
in the region. See the cellars with their spectacular vats hollowed out of the rock. Note 
the private lockers labeled for France’s top restaurants, and the collection of old vintages, 
dating back to 1929, a testament to their great aging potential. We’ll taste a selection of their 
Châteauneufs before continuing to Avignon and checking into the 5-star Hotel d’Europe in 
the heart of this beautiful Provençal city. Dinner is at leisure in Avignon.

Hotel: Hotel d’Europe 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
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Friday, June 17: Discovering Gigondas and Vacqueyras
We’ll drive to Domaine Le Sang des Cailloux this morning, located on the edge of Vacqueyras, 
bathed by the sun and cooled by the Mistral. We’ll meet with Frédéri Férigoule, producer of some 
of the most elegant wines in the appellation, which he makes according to biodynamic methods. 
After a light picnic lunch we’ll explore the picturesque village of Gigondas and its surrounding 
mountain terroir with a visit and tasting at a top domaine. Return to Avignon for evening and 
dinner at leisure.

Hotel: Hotel d’Europe 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Saturday, June 18: Exploring Avignon
In the morning, we will stroll through the Halles d’Avignon food hall with Jonathan Chiri, an 
American chef who worked at the Michelin-starred restaurant at the Hotel La Mirande. He will 
lead us through the covered market to taste some of the finest examples of local specialties, such 
as olives, goat cheeses, and the Provençal bread, fougasse. Next attend a cooking demonstration 
of tapenades (using fresh olives, capers, and anchovies sourced from the market) in his 
workshop, located in Les Halles. We will then sit down with the chef for a two-course lunch. In 
the afternoon, we will enjoy a guided tour of the Palais des Papes, one of the largest and most 
important medieval Gothic buildings in Europe and Papal seat during the 14th century.  In the 
evening, we will celebrate our journey at a gala farewell dinner.

Hotel: Hotel d’Europe 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Sunday, June 19: Departure
After breakfast, transfers to Marseille airport for individual flights home.

Meals: Breakfast
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Matt Walls
Contributing Editor, Decanter

Matt Walls is an award-winning freelance wine writer and 

Contributing Editor for Decanter, Europe’s leading wine 

magazine. He publishes the blog mattwalls.co.uk, and his 

first book on wine, Drink Me!, won Best Newcomer at the 2013 

Fortnum & Mason Food and Drink Awards. In addition to 

writing, Walls advises restaurants on wine lists, hosts tastings 

and judges at food and wine competitions. He writes about 

all areas of wine, but specialises in the Rhône, for which 

he is Regional Chair at the Decanter World Wine Awards.
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Domaine de 
Clairefontaine  
 
Domaine de Clairefontaine is 
a deluxe boutique hotel surrounded 
by beautiful parkland offering 18 
elegant guestrooms that combine 
local charm and comfort, complete 
with all modern amenities. Owners 
Laurence and Philippe Girardon 
have created a country retreat that 
features high-end local furnishings, 
making guests feel at home. 
Philippe, also a Michelin-starred 
chef, uses many of his homegrown 
ingredients and produce in the 
award winning restaurant in  
the adjoining 17th-century  
mansion house.

Hotel d’Europe
 
The Hotel d’Europe is one of the 
oldest hotels in France. This luxury 
5-star establishment was the former 
home of the Marquis de Graveson, 
built in 1580 on one of the most 
beautiful squares in Avignon. It 
has a long-standing reputation 
as a place to stay for discerning 
travelers, having been included in 
the Michelin guide since its launch 
in 1900! The bright and spacious 
guest rooms offer refined elegance 
and marble bathrooms. There  
are several fine restaurants 
including the Michelin-starred  
La Vieille Fontaine.

Hotel Fac & Spera
 
Fac & Spera, meaning “do 
and hope,” is the motto of the 
Chapoutier wine estate. This 4-star 
hotel, located in Tain l’Hermitage, 
was created by the Chapoutier 
family and embodies their spirit: 
“Wine is a way of life. It’s all about 
sharing a meal, enjoying a moment 
together, and discovering a new 
region. It’s all inter-connected.” 
This sophisticated hotel includes 
a swimming pool and deluxe spa 
and a very good bistro that offers 
excellent traditional cuisine with an 
extensive wine list from Hermitage 
and other terroirs.

Pricing:
Double Occupancy: $9,690

Single Occupancy: $11,140 

Deposit: $750
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Please read these General Terms and Conditions before making a deposit or 
payment for a trip. They may be supplemented by additional terms and conditions 
specific to your trip (“Trip-Specific Terms”). In the event of a conflict between the 
General Terms and the Trip-Specific Terms, the Trip-Specific Terms will apply.

Our Policies

When you enroll in a trip, you are asked to sign our Terms & Conditions. We require all travelers to sign this document before traveling 
with us. Please review this document in its entirety below and submit your signature at the end. Your contract is with us, Academic 
Travel Abroad, Inc. (“ATA”) as the trip provider and manager. Future Publishing Ltd. is sponsoring the trip.

TRIP COST

Prices are listed in U.S. dollars and are based on a person sharing a room with another. While we do our best to maintain the listed price, 
because our prices are set over a year in advance, we reserve the right to change costs due to extraordinary circumstances beyond our 
control. The land cost is based on a minimum number of guests.

WHAT IS INCLUDED

•	 Comprehensive educational program by experts and professional on-site guides

•	 Accommodations and meals as outlined in the itinerary

•	 Ground transportation within the itinerary unless otherwise indicated

•	 Sightseeing and entrance fees as specified in the itinerary

•	 Gratuities to porters, drivers, and guides

•	 The assistance of an ATA tour manager for comprehensive logistical and customer service management on the trip

•	 The assistance of an ATA professional travel team to assist with pre-trip questions, travel arrangements, including flights, extra 
hotel nights, or other services

•	 Comprehensive pre-departure information about the destination and what to expect on the trip, including a suggested 
reading list

WHAT IS NOT INCLUDED

•	 International airfare or other transportation from your home to the departure point of the trip and from the end point of the 
trip to your home

•	 Airport transfers and airport baggage handling

•	 Travel and trip cancellation insurance

•	 Passport, visa, airport departure and excess baggage fees

•	 Meals not specified in the itinerary; food and beverages not part of the included meals

•	 Personal items such as telephone, fax and internet charges, laundry, room service, alcoholic or other beverages not specified 
as included

•	 Gratuities for non-group services

•	 Expenses resulting from delays due to bad weather, road conditions, sickness, government action, and flight delays

•	 Expenses incurred in making individual travel arrangements in conjunction with the trip

WINES OF THE RHÔNE VALLEY
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SINGLE OCCUPANCY 

A limited number of single rooms or cabins are available at extra cost on a first-come, first-served basis, but availability cannot  
be guaranteed.

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

$750 per person deposit upon application. Balance due upon receipt of invoice, 60 days before departure. Acceptable forms of payment 
for the deposit are personal check, wire transfer, Visa, MasterCard, or American Express. Final payment may be made by credit card, 
check or wire transfer. If final payment is not received by 60 days prior to departure, your space is subject to cancellation. If you are 
making a reservation within 60 days of the trip’s departure, full payment will be required upon confirmation.

CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS

All cancellations must be submitted in writing (email or fax) to Academic Travel Abroad, Inc. (ATA). Per person cancellation fees are 
based on the date of the cancellation notice reaching ATA. More than 60 days prior to departure, full refund of deposit. Cancellation 
within 60 days of departure, no refund. Cancellation on day of departure or after tour departs: no refund. No refund for unused portions 
of tour, including, but not limited to, missed meals, hotel nights and sightseeing. Cancellation of program by Future Publishing, Ltd. and 
ATA: full refund. Reservations are not transferable without the explicit approval of Future Publishing, Ltd. and ATA. NOTE: Neither Future 
Publishing, Ltd. nor ATA accepts liability for any airline or train cancellation penalty incurred by the purchase of a nonrefundable airline 
or train ticket to the tour departure city or return. 

In the unlikely event the trip is cancelled, neither ATA nor Client is liable to you for any third-party costs (including flight and travel 
arrangements). We therefore strongly recommend that you ensure all flight and travel bookings (and any other expenses) are made on 
a fully refundable basis.

INSURANCE

We strongly recommend the purchase of trip cancellation insurance, which is available for coverage of expenses in conjunction with 
cancellation due to illness or accident. Baggage insurance is also recommended. In the event that you must cancel your participation in 
a travel program, trip cancellation insurance may be the only source of reimbursement. We will send you information from Travel Insure 
Services, or you may obtain coverage through a company of your choice. All ATA trips include Emergency Evacuation Insurance as part 
of the trip price.

A NOTE ABOUT THE ITINERARY 

While every effort will be made to carry out the program as planned, the nature of travel is unpredictable and we must be prepared for 
changes. The itinerary as described is subject to modification by ATA. Rest assured that, should any changes be needed, ATA commits 
to deliver an experience as outstanding as the one originally planned.

Fitness to Travel, Active Elements

To enjoy your travels to the fullest, you should be in good physical and mental health.  Any physical or mental condition requiring 
special attention, diets, or treatment must be reported in writing when the reservation is made (or at such later time when you become 
aware of such a condition). We reserve the right to decline to accept or retain any person as a participant should such a person’s health, 
mental condition, physical infirmity, or attitude jeopardize the operation of the travel program or the enjoyment of other participants.  
All health information is protected and treated as confidential. 

Some of our trips incorporate active elements such as hiking, climbing, biking or canoeing. You are responsible for familiarizing yourself 
with the level of activity that will be involved in your trip and assessing your ability and willingness to participate. Any such activity is 
entirely optional. In some cases, on-site providers may require you to sign an additional waiver/release to participate in an activity that 
involves additional risks or a certain fitness level. In these cases, we do our best to share these waivers with you in advance of the trip. 
By registering for this trip, you are representing that that you are physically and mentally able to understand the risks, foreseeable and 
unforeseeable; to safely participate in the selected activities and services; and of sufficient intelligence and maturity to understand and 
follow safety protocols.

PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO

You agree that Future Publishing, Ltd. and ATA (and/or their respective affiliates) may record you by any means including, without 
limitation, electronic recording, film, videotape, audio tape, live-stream and photography and you hereby grant to Future Publishing, 
Ltd. and ATA (and their respective affiliates) the gratis right to use, publish, display and broadcast your name, likeness, voice, quotes, 
and images in whole or in part, by any and all formats now known or hereinafter developed throughout the world including, without 
limitation, in advertising materials, promotional materials, social media, commercial tie-ups and live-streaming productions. You also 
release Future Publishing, Ltd. and ATA (and their respective affiliates) from any and all claims and causes of action you may have now 
or in the future based upon defamation, misappropriation, invasion of privacy, right of publicity or similar claims, and you agree not to 
institute any legal action based on any of the grounds specified herein.

RESPONSIBILITY

This trip is sponsored by Future Publishing, Ltd. and is managed by Academic Travel Abroad, Inc. (ATA), a professional travel company, 
hired as an independent contractor. ATA acts only as agents for the passenger with respect to all transportation, hotels, and all matters 
of reservations and trip operation. ATA and their agents and Future Publishing, Ltd. accept no responsibility for loss, damage, injury, 
accident, delay or irregularity, expense or liability caused by the defect of any vehicle or negligence or default of any independent 
contractors, their employees, agents, or representatives. Nor does ATA and Future Publishing, Ltd. accept responsibility for losses or 
delays arising from but not limited to sickness, pilferage, acts of terrorism, weather conditions or acts of God. All such losses or expenses 
shall be borne by the program participant. ATA reserves the right to cancel any trip prior to departure in which case the entire payment 
will be refunded without further obligation on their part. ATA reserves the right to decline to accept or retain any trip participant at 
any time without being under any obligation to assign any reason therefore. In the event of the exercise of this right, ATA shall be 
under no liability to such person(s) except to refund such amount as their absolute discretion deems reasonable to attribute to the 
uncompleted portion of the trip. Baggage is carried at the owner’s risk entirely. It is understood that air, ship or train tickets when issued 
shall constitute the sole contract between the passenger and carrier concerned. The airlines and all other transportation companies 
involved in this trip are not to be held responsible for any act, omission, or event during the time the passengers are not on board their 
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plane or conveyances. All services are subject to the laws of New York, United States, where possible, unless the laws of the country in 
which the services are rendered have exclusive jurisdiction. The participant agrees on behalf of herself/himself, her/his dependents, 
heirs, executors, administrators and assigns to abide by the above conditions and to release and hold harmless, Future Publishing, Ltd. 
and Academic Travel Abroad, Inc., and any of their representatives from any and all liability for any delays, damage, loss, injury or death 
occurring in relation to this tour, to the fullest extent applicable under law.

CALIFORNIA SELLER OF TRAVEL PROGRAM 
CST #2059002-40

ATA is a participant in the California Seller of Travel program. California law requires that certain sellers of travel have a trust account or 
bond. ATA has a trust account. ATA is not a participant in the California Travel Consumer Restitution Corporation.

PARTICIPANT RESPONSIBILITY STATEMENT AND LIABILITY DISCLAIMER 

Read Carefully: Responsibility Statement and Liability Disclaimer 
ATA acts only as an agent for the respective suppliers of goods and services (e.g., cruise companies, hotels, airlines, railroads, bus 
companies, local tours, etc.) by making arrangements for transportation, accommodations, and other services. Neither Future 
Publishing, Ltd. nor ATA control, own, or operate these suppliers. The suppliers are independent contractors. To the fullest extent 
permitted under law, neither Future Publishing, Ltd. nor ATA shall be held liable for personal injury, death, property damage or accident, 
delay or irregularity arising out of any act or omission of these suppliers. ATA reserves the right, without penalty, to make changes in the 
published itinerary whenever, in their judgment, conditions warrant, or if they deem it necessary for the comfort, convenience, or safety 
of tour participants. 
 
Future Publishing, Ltd. and ATA also reserve the right, without penalty, to withdraw the tour announced, and ATA reserves the right to 
decline to accept any person as a participant in a tour, or to require any participant to withdraw from the tour at any time, when such 
action is determined by tour staff to be in the best interests of the health, safety or general welfare of the tour group or the individual 
participant, subject only to the requirement that the recoverable portion of the total amount paid that corresponds to the cost of 
unused services and accommodations be refunded, if any. Participants are encouraged to purchase airline tickets no sooner than 
120 days before the tour begins to avoid airline cancellation penalties if a tour is canceled or otherwise modified subsequent to the 
participant’s purchase of those tickets. Future Publishing, Ltd. and ATA accept no liability for the purchase of non-refundable airline 
tickets to the tour departure city and return. Baggage and personal effects are at all times the sole responsibility of the participant. 
Participants are encouraged to purchase travel insurance.

 
Dates, schedules, program details, and featured speakers although provided in good faith based on information available at the time of 
publication of the brochure or catalog, are subject to change and revision. 
 
AS A CONDITION OF ACCEPTANCE OF ANY APPLICATION, EACH APPLICANT MUST AGREE TO THE STATEMENT SET FORTH 
BELOW: 
 
The undersigned has read carefully the Responsibility Statement and Liability Disclaimer set forth above, the schedule of activities 
for this tour, as well as the terms and conditions of application and participation as set forth in the tour brochure(s) and on the web, 
and recognizes and accepts any risk associated with the tour and the conditions, including the refund policy, set forth in the tour 
brochure(s). The undersigned further acknowledges that there are many risks and uncertainties inherent in any travel tour, including 
but not limited to the hazards of various modes of transportation, forces of nature, acts or omissions of foreign governments, terrorism, 
war or insurrection, theft, illness, and damage to person or property due to the negligent acts or omissions of suppliers, tour staff 
or others. In consideration of, and as part payment for, the right to participate in the tour, the undersigned, on behalf of himself, his 
dependents, heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, hereby waives, releases, and discharges Future Publishing, Ltd., its directors, 
shareholders, officers, employees, representatives or agents, and ATA and its officers, directors, shareholders, employees, and agents, 
(Releasees) from liability, claims, demands, injuries, damages, consequential or indirect damages, actions or causes of action for 
personal injury, death, property damage or loss suffered by any person in connection with this tour, even if caused by the active and 
passive negligence or omission of tour staff, suppliers, or other related persons or entities, and, further indemnifies, holds harmless and 
promises not to sue the Releasees from any and all liabilities or claims made as a result of participation in this activity, whether caused 
by the negligence of a Releasee or otherwise. In addition, by registering for this tour, the applicant certifies that he or she is mentally 
and physically capable of full participation in this tour.

By registering for this ATA program, sponsored by Future Publishing, Ltd. the participant agrees to the Responsibility Statement 
and Liability Disclaimer and the Terms and Conditions herein and that the participant acknowledges that he/she has carefully 
read this paragraph and fully understands that this is a waiver and release of liability. 
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