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What is the Buyers’ Report?

All entrants will receive a bespoke feedback report from 
Decanter containing:

The Buyers
Buying panels are made up of key buyers and industry experts 
representing all key sectors in the UK market.  

These include national and independent retailers, importers, leading 
fine and casual dining restaurants and exclusive members’ clubs. 
Confirmed buyers on the 2022 panel include:

MAGS JANJO
Buyer and owner of 

MJ Wine Cellars

BETH WILLARD 
Buying director 
at Winetraders

SIMON FIELD MW
Master of Wine and ex-wine 
buyer at Berry Bros. & Rudd

See here for more confirmed buyers on the 2022 panel

•  A detailed assessment of your wine and its commercial potential 
from leading UK buyers with purchasing influence

•  Channel strategy and route-to-market recommendations

•  Benchmarking analysis with similar wines already in the UK market

•  A review of the packaging and its channel suitability

•  Quotes attributed to Decanter that can be used in commercial/ 
promotional materials

2022

The DWWA Buyers’ Report is open exclusively to wineries who won a 
Bronze medal and/or above in the 2022 Decanter World Wine Awards.

2022 2022 2022

BEST IN 
SHOW

2022

“This is a rare opportunity for producers to get their wines in front 
of some of the most experienced buyers across all channels in the 
UK: the resulting insights and advice will count among the most 

useful and most relevant guidance they can receive.”

Beth Willard, Buying director at Winetraders

Please note, entrants will receive a report with feedback from some of the 
UK’s top wine buyers. This does not include buyers’ contact details. With consent, 
Decanter will share producer contact details in its Decanter Recommends 
distribution list to facilitate conversations with UK agents and distributors.

The DWWA Buyers’ Report assists producers who have won a medal 
at DWWA and are looking to gain or improve distribution in the UK by 
having their wines evaluated by a panel of industry-leading buyers from 
both the off and on-trade. 

            Entries that the expert panel agree are already suitable for the UK 
market will be included in a Decanter Recommends: Producers seeking 
distribution in the UK market list, which will be promoted by Decanter to 
the UK trade and across Decanter’s digital channels.

NEW

https://events.decanter.com/buyersreport2022


The Process

IMPORTANT: Wines will 
be tasted, but not scored 
again, as this result was 
determined as part of the 
DWWA judging process.

1 2 3 4

BENCHMARKING ANALYSIS

DRINKING WINDOW 5/10

Ready to drink now but has the fruit style, concentration, structure, 
and balance to and hold for the next 2-3 + years.

SCORE 5

1 10

Ready to drink now Store to drink later ➤

➤

WINE’S DRINKABILITY FOR CONSUMER OCCASIONS 7/10

This is such a delicious and accessible wine; I could imagine sipping it 
on its own. But it has the fruit concentration and structure to call for 
food that would do it justice.

Easy to drink on its own Best eaten with food ➤

➤

SCORE 7

CHAMPAGNE SAINT-RÉOL

BRUT GRAND CRU

NV

405067

1 10
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GATT WINES

SHIRAZ

2015

122090

STYLE OF WINE: INTEREST FOR UK MARKET 9/10

Very relevant variety for UK consumers familiar with Australian wine.

GRAPE VARIETY USED 9/10

Shiraz has high acceptance and consumer traction in the UK (more 
than Syrah even at a premium level).

OVERALL ANALYSIS & SUMMARY

CHAMPAGNE SAINT-RÉOL

BRUT GRAND CRU
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CHANNEL OF DISTRIBUTION SUMMARY 

Australia Shiraz is a hugely competitive market in the UK and at all 
price points, with the current packaging you’re relying on a hand sell 
which isn’t suitable for this price point and style of wine.

BUYERS’ FEEDBACK

Overall. As mentioned throughout it is the packaging which lets this 
wine down. The wine is excellent and offers value at the premium 
end of the market, but it is competitive against many already well-
established brands in the UK at this price point and as such needs 
to be eye catching in the first instance to catch consumers attention 
away from the recognisable names. 

The buying panel will 
be presented with each 
individual wine and will 
assess the wines’ suitability 
for the UK market, taking 
into consideration:

•  The wine’s overall 
branding – including 
label design, packaging 
and closure 

The wine will then be 
tasted and benchmarked 
with comparable wines 
within the UK market, 
factoring in: 

•  The grape varieties used 
•  The style of wine 
•  The wine’s price 

 point value

The buying panel 
will then recommend 
the ideal:

•  Distribution channel 
strategy 

•  Consumer target market 
and general positioning 

An overall qualitative 
analysis of the wine will 
be provided, alongside 
a bespoke quote about 
the wine’s commercial 
suitability for the UK 
market. Producers are 
encouraged to submit 
their own question for the 
buyers’ to answer.

“The Buyers’ Report is an excellent initiative by Decanter which brings commercial insight and 
a UK-based perspective for those wine producers who have nailed quality, through the blind 

tasting exercise, but are looking for guidance and real-life input in how to crack distribution in 
one of the best wine markets in the world.” 

Pierre Mansour, Head of Buying, The Wine Society



After Evaluation 

RECOMMENDS

©

           As part of the DWWA Buyers’ Report - UK Market, upon review of entries, 
successful entrants - those entries which the buyers agree are up to mark for the 
UK market - will be included in a Decanter Recommends list to highlight DWWA 
medal winners looking to gain or improve distribution in the UK market.

Decanter will recommend these buyer-approved wines to the UK trade as 
worthwhile additions to an agent, importer or distributor’s portfolio with the 
Decanter Guarantee:

Trusted, independent, expert recommendations for distribution in the UK market
       
 Wine quality confirmed by expert judges at the Decanter World Wine Awards

       Wine packaging, price, commercial viability and route-to-market    
 recommendations for the UK market confirmed by expert buyers from the   
 DWWA Buyers’ Report

This list will be featured on Decanter.com, shared in newsletters to 
the UK trade and promoted across Decanter Awards social channels 
to garner the attention of distributors in the UK market, and give 
extensive coverage to successful entrants seeking representation.

The Decanter Recommends: 
Producers seeking distribution in 
the UK market list will include:

• Producer and wine name
• DWWA medal & score
• RRP
• Decanter-recommended distribution  
 channel/s
• Quote from the DWWA Buyers’ Report
• Producer contact details (with consent)

Entries that the buyers agree are not yet suitable for the UK market (e.g. 
the pricing structure, packaging, etc. needs adjustment) will not be included 
on the Decanter Recommends list. Entrants will receive this constructive 
feedback in their personalised feedback report to understand what changes 
the expert panel suggests for success in the UK market.

NEW

A Decanter-endorsed list to feature producers 
seeking distribution in the UK market



Receive a personalised report which provides you the opportunity to: 

• Gain vital insights from buyers’ on how to secure access in the UK market 

•  Help with positioning to ensure the correct marketing decisions are 
made, including pricing, promotion and packaging

•  Understand how to close the gap between wine quality and 
commercial appeal 

•  Utilise constructive feedback from industry-leading experts to make 
informed strategic business decisions 

•  Submit a personalised marketing or commercial question for the panel 
to answer directly e.g. what information should I provide on the back 
label that is relevant to a shopper at a multiple specialist retailer?

Put simply, the Buyers’ Report will provide invaluable 
information and constructive feedback to help producers 
maximise sales opportunities in the UK market.

Why Enter?

For all queries, please contact: events@decanter.com

For more information, visit: events.decanter.com/buyersreport2022

@decanterawards   @decanter
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Ready to drink now but has the fruit style, concentration, structure, 
and balance to and hold for the next 2-3 + years.
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WINE’S DRINKABILITY FOR CONSUMER OCCASIONS 7/10

This is such a delicious and accessible wine; I could imagine sipping it 
on its own. But it has the fruit concentration and structure to call for 
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STYLE OF WINE: INTEREST FOR UK MARKET 9/10

Very relevant variety for UK consumers familiar with Australian wine.

GRAPE VARIETY USED 9/10

Shiraz has high acceptance and consumer traction in the UK (more 
than Syrah even at a premium level).

SEE EXAMPLE REPORT

16
September

Direct 
delivery 

deadline*

events.decanter.com/buyersreport2022 

ENTER AND PAY ONLINE

ENTER NOW

1 entry
£205

+VAT if applicable

2 entries
£175 per entry

+VAT if applicable

3+ entries
£164 per entry

+VAT if applicable

15%DISCOUNT

20%
DISCOUNT

*WINE SAMPLES: We require two bottles of your award-winning wine per entry. 
To save you time, stock and shipping costs, we will use leftover wines from DWWA 
2022 where available. If we do not have two spare bottles for your wine entry, we 
will be in touch so you can arrange shipping ahead of the direct delivery deadline.

mailto:events%40decanter.com?subject=
https://events.decanter.com/buyersreport2022
https://www.google.com/url?sa=j&url=https%3A%2F%2Fkeyassets.timeincuk.net%2Finspirewp%2Flive%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F34%2F2022%2F06%2FEXAMPLE-REPORT.pdf&uct=1647621121&usg=x8Y31_Qt6rbIToYsPAWzzj87Lao.&source=chat
https://events.decanter.com/buyersreport2022

